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TO THE 


READER. 


TS; E only Deſrgn of the Enſuing Diſ- 
courſe is, to Eſtabliſh ſuch Princi- 
ples as upon which may riſe the near- 
eſt Agreement betwixt all the truly Religions 
of this Nation ; ſeeing ſuch an agreement s, 
and muſt be the great firengtb of the National 
Religious Intereſt, the greateſt of Intereſts 
to a Nation. 

For ſuch an agreement renders the Nati- 
onal Religion moſt acceptable ro God, 
moſt excellent, and worthy mit ſelf, gives i 


greater force and vertne, to promote and pro- 


| Pagate it ſelf into the ſenſe of thoſe that areleſs 


Religiouſly diſpoſed ; who take advantage 
A 


2 from 


from our Diviſcons to be ſo ; while they ob... 


ſerve in their own Defence thoſe Conteſts, 
wherein whoever overcomes, Religion it ſelf 
rs ſure to loſe infts power 1d eſ:umation, and 
ſoin its Attractive Virtue. 

The Cure of which is moſt hopeful, by the 
abundance of Truth, Peace, and Love, 
running down in our Nation, as the mighty 
waters. 

_ -;$0 the offering upof the whole Nation, 
in-Lloiverfal-National Religion, will be 
moſt acceptable to. God, _y Sandiified 


by. the Hol Myr hel, 
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True Religion the Intereſt of Nations, or 
National Religion Demonftrated, & c. 


to be the Duty of Nations, 


Plal. 7 9- 6. & Jer. Io, 25. 


Four out thy | —any ; pon the . ws that have not known 


thet, and upon the ray that have not called on thy Name, 
. HIS Prayer dowbled by the Spirit of God, for 
»& the weight of it, the ſafety to men, it ſhould be 
4 well known, and the certainty of its effet con- 
tains a ſtrong aſſertion of the great benefit of, 
and obligation lying upon Nations to National 
truce Religion, 
For feeing according to a grand Rule in 
' Gods Adminiſtration of the World, Natiogs 
that have no National Religion, and whole Na. 
tionalneſs therefore hecomes Heatheni/m, and is fo branded bv the 
Epirit of God, (for lo Nations in Scripture very often ſignifies Hea- 
then, that is, Nations without true Religion}, are lyable to the 
pouring out of t1e wrath and fury of God upon them; Ir Joes not 
only fullow by the rule of Contraries, that National true Religion. 
or Worſhip of the true God, hath a trong order to, and connext- 
on with the (avour of God but as the poſitive Propoſition is the 
prime and original, and gives ground to, and contains within it 
ſelf the privative z {v does this Propoſition, That Gods Anger and 
Fury is at all times ready againſt thole that do not know him, that do 
not call upon him as join'd in a National Body, or Society, being the 
pri- 


Pſal.33 12 
& 144.15, 


[ 2] 
privative, owe it ſelf to the other, being the poſitive; as ſhall be 
more fully made out in the arguing this Point. 

At the preſent, it will be enough to oblerve,that theſe two Holy 
men, the {o-mpoſer of this Pſalm, and the Prophet Zeremy (except as 
ſome think they were both one), deſiring the deſtrution of thole 
Heathen enemies under whole oppreſſtoa their own people (which 
at that time comprehended the Church of God) then groan'd, and 
praying ## ſpirit for it, relye and ret the whole weight of their 
prayer upon this principle of great truch and conſequence in Gods 
Government of the Wor d , that as Families, as Nations, as King- 
dems, (for fo all Communities are cemprehended) they did not know 
nor call upon God, that is, they did not worthip the rrue God z and 
therefore were moſt juitly ſubjeR to his fierceſt difpleature, 

And on the other (ile, it is couched under this, though indeed be- 
ſore it, That the people that do know and call upon the true God, 
have a title to his favour, and vindication of them in all their di- 
ſtreſs, while they are conſider'd as fo knowing,and calling upon him, 
and not contraditing it by their ations, The Context therefore 
goes 0N arguing with God on this point, They have devoured Jacob, 
in whoſe quarrel and reſcue God is fo much concern'd, 

And ſceing the favour of God is Eternal Life, and his wrath 
burns to the loweſt Hell; both his wrath and his favour are to 
be underſtood in their extent even to everlaſting ages, 

All which will ground the Propokition, which | mainly intend in 
this Diſcourle. 

That 1Vational true Religon u the greateſt ſecurity, ſirength and 
defence of a Nation ag ainſt the Divine wrath and diſpleaſure, and 
gives the ſureſt claim to his favonr, bleſſing and protettion, both in 
this world, ar.d in that which us to come. Becaule it is an obſervati- 
on of the greateſt duty; and therefore to be moſt clolely united in, 
and purſued to the utmoſt by all wife Nations, and by all the feve+ 
ral parts, and members of a Nation; for it is their firſt and higheſt 
Intereſt : Bleſſed #s the Nation that u in ſuch acaſe, yea ha Ppy us ths 
people whoſe God is the Lord, who have Jehovah thus for their God, 

And this very conſideration ſhould reconcile all differences in 
National Religion, that can be compoſed without lols of that Truth, 
and corruption of thoſe parts of the Worſhip of God, which give 
denomination to true National Religion. 

This ſhould incline thoſe that are above, to the greateſt conde- 


fcenfions, and thoſe that arc beneath to the molt free compliances 
in poſſible 


[3] 
poſſible, if they value Religion, and love their Nation, that at leaft 
there may be union in National Religion, if there cannot be perfe& 
Uniformity. For I am.fully perſwaded,that upon a ſtrit examinati- 
on of this Point, it will be found that National Rcligion (ſuppoſing 
it always the true) is the happieſt model of union in Religion of any 
upon earth, and moſt pleaſing to God, except that of the Catholick 
Church, whole union is in the Subltantials of Truth, worſhip and 
prattite, but comes under no other form or model properly taken: 
but except this, there is none fo perfe&t to the ends and glory of Re- 
ligion, to adzquate to the expreſſions of Scripture concerning the 
publickneſs of R-ligion, fo encouraging and advantageous to the 
prattiſe, fo reconcileable with the peace of Religion and Nations , 
{o preventive of the endleſs diviſions, and tubdiviſions Humane 
Nature is apt to fall into, when it yields up it {clf to a fcrupuloſity, 
and Dilputatiouſnels about t xternals and Forms in Religion. 

| fay again, | am perſwaded no man can ferve God with greater 
acceptablencts, nor be Religious to greater ends and purpoſes of Re- 
ligion, than by joining with the Nation, or Supream Civil lncorpo- 
ration, whereof he is a member, fo far as he can be permitted to do 
it, conſiſtent with the Truth of Religion, and Divine Worſhip. 1 
{ay, as far as he can upon thele accounts, if not throughout. 

Ard of this | ſhall endeavour to give great and valuable proofs 
from Scripture, and Reaſon agreeable to it, and deduced from it ; 
and herein bcing a eAiniſter of God according to the National Re- 
ligion, I magnifie my Office. 

To this purpole | will firſt conſider of the Radical obligation we 
have to join our (elves with others in the profcſſion of Religion, and 
Worſhip of God, and how it riſes trom Perfonal Religion, the Sub- 
ſtratum or foundation of all z and by what degrees it muſt ard ought 
to rife, and how it moſt rationally determines it felf in National Re- 
ligion. It ought to attempt thus high, and cannot fuccefsfully at- 
tempt higher in the way of Aſſociation ; to ſpread thus far, and 
cannot expatiate to any purpoſe heyond it : | ſhall therefore here 
give ſuch Arguments for National Religion out of Scripture,as it does 
not afford to any other figure of union in it. 

In the firſt place therefore it neceſſarily muſt be ſupposd-and 
granted, That Perſonal Religion is the Fundamental Religion ; even 
as a Nation, or even Univertality of Humane Nature muſt become a 
notion without particular perſons, in whom all Communities ſubſiſt; 
even lo mult National, or Catholick Religion vaniſh into imagination, 
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if it were not ſuſtained by particular and Perſonal piety 5 Nations 
and Families calling upon God, moſt neceſſarily imply and include the 
particular perſons of each doing lo. 

And herein it is further conſiderable, that every manis a compleat 
Being within himſelſ; that as it is ſaid of him, He is in his Soul and 
Body alittle World within himſelf, fo he is a Kingdom, a Society 
within himſelf ; and we may ſay in this fenfe, He is a Church with- 
in himſelf alſo, as Solomon calling himfclt Cobeleth, the Congrega- 
ting or the Preaching ſoul, in that great Treaty with himſfclt, tup- 
pos'd his foul a Congregation, and a Preacher within and to it elf 
firſt, and then to the publick 3 ſo ought every man to be to him- 
ſelf. 

Here therefore is the fir inviolable duty and obligation to Reli- 
gion, becauſe a man can never be abſent from himfclt ; and it is im- 
poſſible for any force to ſurprize the paſſages of a ſoul to Heaven, 
or to hinder the fouls Congregating in Holy Meditations, and Dil- 
courſes within it (elf. 

And as a man is thus confider'd, he cannot nor ought to ſuffer 
himſelf to be impos*'d upon,or commanded without Divine Authori- 
ty; for as thus conſider*d,he cannot be forced by any, and he is ac- 
countable only to God : He ſtands or falls to his own Maſter : Every 
one ſhall give account of himſeif to God ;, which is one of the greateſt 
Arguments the Apoſtle inſiſts upon for mutuzl forbearance in Giſpu- 
table things in Relipion ;, every man on this account ought to be 
able to render a reaſon of the hope that wan him,to hin;lelf and others; 
and not to reft in 2n wplicice faith. It will be no mans excule he was 
led of commanded into a falte Faith, or 1dolatrous worſhip, 

Every man alto upon this ſaine account is bound to wake confeſſion 
with bis mouth to ſalvation in his proper place and ſtation; and in a 
narrower [ente, vet a fente as large as his capacity and rank, every 
true Chriſtian is a Pellar, and Ground of Truth ;, that is, Truth muſt 
be {cticd, and ſtrongly trated in his foul, and he muſt expoſe Truth, 
and hear it out injContcfſion and holy praQiſe, and is himlelf a 
Yemple or Houle of the living God, where God will pleafe to walk 
and Cw:llz and theretore can be no way obliged to join with a Fa- 
mily, or any fort of larger Community in a falſe Religion, though 
he ſhould Rar alone in the true, or ſhould, as Abraham, forlake his 


* People, or his Fathers Houſe to doit. 


Yet notwithſtanding this, Ir « not good for a man to be alone, 
though in truc Religion, if it can be otherw:fe 3 he is made for 
Society, 
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Society and is, as it were, imperfe&t without it: Herein he reſembles 
God in ſome low degree,in whoſe Image and likeneſs he is made, God 
is an infinitely perfe@ Being in himſelt,yet he hath pleaſed himſelf in 
communicativenels to all his Creatures, and in the attra&ion of all 
in their ſeveral kinds, eſpecially engels and Men to himlelf; as if 
he was not ſatisfied in being holy, in being happy alone. 

_ Thus man, though if he could not have tociety in True Religion, 
he would be yet a complete and abſolute Figure alone 3 yet where, 
and fo far as he can have ſociety in it, he is ſo far from being com- 
plete alone, that he muſt needs prove a Cypher, a Nothing, if he 
affeed and coveted to be alone : Whatever he has, if he has not 
Love, he is nothing ; God « Love, and therefore rej ,yces in commu- 
nication from himlelf and with himlelf, and fo muſt, 1o does every 
good man, every holy man alſo. 

If there be True Perſonal Religion, there muſt be Religious So- 
ciety, for Man is made for Society ;, and if he meets, he muſt meet 
with that Religjous Senſe he has upon himſelf, with that I ſay he 
muſt meet with others which ſeems the abſolute neceſlity of Re- 
ligious Society, For if a man meets with his own Religion others 
that have the ſame ſenſe of Religion, there ariſes a neceſſity of the 
Religion of all to meet togerher, 

But further, Man was made for Society, and the firſt and ſupreme 
end ot ſociety, as of all things, is the glory of God ;, and therefore 
ſociety is in the firſt place bound to be Religious lociety. Marriage 
the Root and beginning of lociety, was, that there might be a god. 
ly feed, Mal. 2. 15. to ſuſtain a Succeſſion of Religion : So ſociety 
{preads on ſtill, that there might be Religious Sociccies, 

As ſoon therefore as Seth, the firſt Delcendent from Adam: in the 
holy Line, had a Son born in the ſame Line, it is recorded, that 
Then Men began to call upon the Name of Jehovah, that is moſt pro- 
bably, eAdam and Seth took it as a jult and neceſſary occaſion, not 
only to let up a pillar of Thanktuinels in ſeeing themtelves the Pro- 
genitors of the bleſſed Seed, but in the foreſight of a holy lociety, 
juſt ready to ſpring from their loyns, they thought fit to promote 
Divinc Worſhip into a publick State and certain Order ,, and this [ 
think the moſt agreeable Interpretation of that controverted place : 
ſo that from the beginning of the world, all along the Hiſtory of 
Truc Keligion in the Old and New Teſtament, we ſhall find Religion 
contended into publickneſs, and all the advantages of Humane So- 
ciety. 


Fea. 


Gen.4. alt, 
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Yea Humane Nature hath taken this ſo for granted, that it is 
doubtful whether there ever was a ſociety in the world, politically 
united or not wholly barbarous , but it was cemented in Religion, 
though being fo generally but falſe Religion, it provegy no better 
than Heatheniſm. 

There may have been private Cabals of Atheiſm, but there never 
was a publick Aſſociation againſt A God, except in Hell. If 
we could ſuppoſe a Society deſignedly united without Religion , 
it would be like the Plot for building of Babelzan endeavour of tuch 
a part of mankind to ſet up for its felt and its own lecurity , as it 
were indefyance of Heaven. | 

A Society united in Civils, and crumbled into SeRs and Diviſions 
in Religion, that is, in the main ſubſtantials of DoQrine, Worſhip, 
and PraQtice, is a Babel, as it was under the curte of Confuſton, of 
divided Language; A diſparagement of Keligion,which can be as it 
is indecd Religion, but one; as if its Name were Legion, or as if 
in fundamental paints it could not {ufhciently evidence it felf, fo as 
to be known to be the true : Lally a dilanulling the ancient Law 
of Society, which is principally for the Union of Religion; to that 
if men could agree in all things elle, and were yet divided here, it 
were not true humane ſociety, but would want the very nobleſt part 
or Principle of it, Religion, which is as a foul or ſpirit to it, 

Yet too rigorous and ſevere a conſtraint. of Uniformity, is both 
to forget humane infirmity, that does not allow fo perfeft an union 
in this world, (if a rigid Uniformity be indeed perfeion) and to 
forget alſo that every men is a complete Being within himlelf, and 
makes a perfe&t Figure as he is alone; and therefore to grant nothing 
to this conſideration, is rather to crowd men into a Little eaſe in 
Religion, than to unite them z and fo preſſing them too Rrait,makes 
them fly out of that uneaſie ſtate for more room, and diſſolves the 
union that might elſe have been. 

But in all the priccipal points of True Religion, Union is ſo ne- 
ceſſary, that it ſtands good ; Humane ſcciety 15 for the ſake of Re- 
kgion , yet in this ſtate of Gods patience to the world, Commerce, 
and civil Converſation are no more than Property founded in Grace, 
for then we muſt go out of the world, yet ſtil] the fupreme and prime 
end of Society is Religion. 

Society in Divine Adorations is the ſtate of Angels and Saints in 
Heaven: It was deſigned to be the State of Innocency in this world. 
It is a Law that cannot be repealed , It is the perpetual Duty of 

Man : 
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Man: Fallen Nature hath a violent inclination to it, fo that all fo- 
cieties. conſent to walk in the name of ſome God, though miſtaken in 
the right objet, Bur the word of God and Chriſtianity, as they 
moſt clearly reveal the True Religion,lo the neceſſity of Union in it. 

The publicknels of Religion therefore, that it is moſt chootable 
for the glory of it to God, for the good it does to the touls of men, 
for the bleſſing and acceptance it receives trom God , 1 ſhall plainly 
make evident trom the reaton of Scripture, 

te For the Glory publick Religion preſents to God), it is evident, 
although God in his von and Spirit is a ſufficient SpeRtator and Wit- 
neſs 0, and infinitely rich in his own Glory, in the underſtanding 
ef, and his own eternal prailes of himſelf, fo that nothing can be 
added to him, yet it is moſt evident, God is pleated ro delight in 
the publickneſs of his ſervice, ard the neareſt approach of all his 
Creatures to him, ard that not in ſolitary fcrvice, but the moſt 
conjoyn”.!,as if infinity received + dditions of Glory from the open= 
nefs and publicknels of his Worſhip, which yet we know is impoſ- 
ſib'e. But it is the abyls ot his goodneſs, that he delights in loving 
all his creatures, and being univerſally known, loved, and ſerved 
by them, and that in the greateſt Union herein, that as he himſelf 
is the prime Unity and Univerſality, and this is the perfeRion of 
his Bcing 4, fo his Creatures ſprung trom him may return to him in 
the tame Univerfality and Unity, in refemblance of himſelt, which 
is the higheſt and tru:{t worſhip of him, 

In Heaven there is an Iunumerable company of Angels, and bleſſed 
Spirits, un one general Aſſem3ly, to praile and worſhip God, The 
Scripture excites the praile of al! the Earth, of ll the world, of all 
Lands, of ali People, Tongues, Languages , Nations, Kinired and 
Families ; even the Heaven, and Eaith, and things under the Earth, 
and ihe whole hoſt of them, are called in to concert the Glory of God, 
and nothing left out but Death and Deſtruttion, which cannot praiſe 
bim, becaulc never made by him: And when the Glory of God, as 
it riſes from his Creatures, is repreſented at its higheſt pitch, it is 
thus ſet out: And I beheld, and I btard the waice of many Angels 
round about the Throne, and the Beaſts, and the Elders, end the num- 
ber of them was ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands of 
thouſands, ſaying with a loud voice, Wortby u the Lamb &c. And 
every Creature which is in Heaven, ard on the Earth, and under the 
Earth, and ſuch as are #n th: Sea, and all that are in them I heard, 
ſaying, 4s it wege in one Quire : Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, 


and 
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1d power be unto him that ſitteth upon the Thront, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever. 

Thus David alſo muſters up the whole Creation to join in the 
praiſes of God, not to fill up and adorn the Divine Poeſie, but to 
ſhew the indiſputable right God hath to the ſervices of all his Crea- 
tures, and that in thoſe which are not able to pay it immediately by 
themſelves, every wiſe and prudent boly man is to obſerve that tri- 
bute of praiſe that is as it were marked upon them by the wiſdom 
that made them, and to offer it up for them, when the {ſervice of 
God is repreſented, as moſt glorious in its being moſt publick. 

Every thing therefore in Gods Ordination ot Religion, tends to 
publickneſs; Our Saviour will not appear but in the fulneſs of his 
Body, the Church, which does as it were compleat him : For it is in 
this ſenſe his {omplement or Fulneſs, though he fills all in all. The 
knowledg of God would cover the earth even 4s water does the Sea, 
and is reſtleſs, till it does ; fo the Preaching of the Goſpel is to be ex- 
tended to all Nations, to every creature. 

In Prayer there is to be a coming of all fleſh to God. Praiſe is to 
riſe up as one pillar of Incenſe from the whole world. The Church 
eſpecially is to publiſh the name of the Lord, and to aſcribe great- 
nels to our God. 

Now the ſenſe of this is, that ſince God hath been pleaſed to place 
his Glory in the publickneſs of Religion, in this Univerfſality of it, 
all good men are zealous and earneſt to draw in the publick Societies 
of the world, as much zs they can, to love, fear, lerve, pray to God, 
and praife him together. 

God does not allow his ſervants that out of choice they ſhould re- 
tire to the Religion of a Cloyſter, or a Wildernels, or a private le- 
parated Aſſembly, as the greateſt honour to him, but delights in the 
moſt publick aſſemblies of his Saints, fervants, and creatures; for 
though the reaſons hereof lye deep in the Divine, Wildom and Good- 
neſs, yet it is ſpoken to us in the plainel! Language, as if God carry- 
ed it, as Frinces do in their magnificence, whole Glory is in their 
great Courts,in the multitude ot their Attendants,and People,Spec- 
ttators, Admirers, and Tributaries to their luſter. 

2, I argue to the publicknels of Religion from the good it does 
to the fouls of men. It is from h-nce the greateſt wiſdom ro win 
ſouls ;,and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the ſtars. 
Now the offcr of true Religion to them that had it not before, the 
perlwaſion of it upon thole that have not yet obeyed it;tends to their 

Con- 
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Converſion,Repentance,to their love and fear of God. They there: 
fore that have the true ſenſe of theſe things in their own ſouls uſe all 
means out of love to the Glory of God, and to the ſouls of men to 
propagate them to others, which is beſt done by all publick a&s of 
Religion ; This is the original Law, from the very beginning it was 
{o: Enoch the ſeventh from Adam prophecyed publickly, The Lord 
cometh with ten thouſands of his Saints. Noah was a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs. This was the great zeal of Chriſtians in the firſt 
times, 

Further, It ſtrengthens, confirms, and inflames Religion among 
thoſe that are the joynt Profeſſors : Publick Religion is the great 
glory and ſecurity of Religion it ſelf, mutually warming and afſſt- 
ing it ſelf in all its ſeveral parts, and the Profeſſors of it. es Iror 
ſharpens Iron, ſo is the countenance of a man to bus Friend herein, 
How much more lively is Religion probable to be in a Religious, 
than an Atheiſtick and Barbarous Country ? nor does God afford 
thoſe divine heats to thoſe that withdraw from Aſſemblies in Re- 
ligion, except in caſes of neceſſity, however he may ſupply in ex- 
traordinary exigences, without which , Wo to him that 1 alone in 
Religion, if he fall he has not any to help kim up : and how can one be 
warm alone ? If one prevails againſt him, he wants a Second to with- 
ſtand together with him, ard the benefit of the threefold cord, that is 
not eaſily broken. 

Every thing in nature endeavours towards Community or unt- 
verſal Unity, as its own ſtrength and ſecurity. Even the Devils 
retain ſo much of firſt Nature,.as to knit in a community ; and falſe 
Chriſtianity imitates the true in a pretence to Vniverſality, though 
a moſt deſtruive one, like that of the God of thus Werld, who al» 
pires to Univerſal Monarchy, but it is in fin and death. 

But this does not diſparage True Religion, moving to an Univer- 
ſality of Truth, Peace, and Life for evermore, 

3+ The bleſſing and acceptance that Religion receives from the 
Divine Majeſty, is much greater for the publicknels of it; even in 
this ſence, Two are better than one, for they have a good reward for 
their labour, In thss ſence their complicated ſervices are more for- 
cible, their threefold Cord us not eaſily broken, Not that God is pre- 
vailed upon to any change in himſelf or his Government by the ſer- 
vices of his Creatures, though in a multitude z but he is p'cafed to 
found the occaſions and opportunities of his own moſt bountiful Re- 


compences, in the drawing near of their greater numbers : For as 
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when God was pleaſed to communicate himſel{ more freely, he did 
it toa multitude of Creatures; fo he delights in receiving back the 
glory of having thus communicated himſelf from a multitude allo 
and as there is more of himſelf in more of his Creatures, whether 
of ſeveral ſorts or of the ſame, fo there is more of his bleſſing in their 
approaches to him. 

He that does not only wesgh the Mountains in ſcales, but compre- 
hends the duſt of the earthin a meaſure, takes notice of thoſe prayers 
and deſires of the poor of the people, that make the crowd and throng 
in his worſhip and ſervice : He accepts the pair of Turtle Doves, the 
two Mites, when it is the Al, and is ready toreward it. 

This was the policy of 7 *neveb's Natural Religion, to unite their 
Force in Humiliation, Faſting, and Prayer, and to take advantage 
of joyning the mute defires of the Beaſts, that have a voice in the 
ears of God : Abraham's Servant made the Camels kneel down while 
he prayed to God. 

Thus in Thankſpivings, It was David's art to gather vp all the 
Praiſes, even of the loweſt of the Creatures, that could to meanly 
give them, and inſpiring them with his own reaſon, made them, as 
it were, to follow his Harp, and unite in his own Hallelujahs. T hus 
he ſerved himſelf of them, that making bv them a greater preſent 
of glory to God, he might receive the greater bleſſing from him, 
The «Apoſtle ipeaks of the good effeft ot Chriſtian Charity, in cau- 
fing an abundance of thankegivings to God David faying, The con 
gregation of the people would compaſs Ged about, adds this prayer 
therefore for their ſakes return thou on high. 

Now all theſe expreſſions, reporting to us a great force in the 
publicknefs of Religious Duties, we know it is only from the agreea- 
blenefſs of this publicknefs with the Divine Will and Nature, and his 
holy Ordination, who loves his Saints, and knows their approach 
ro him is an approach to their life and happineſs: And becauſe he 
loves all bu Saints and ( reatures the more of them in conjunion 
draw near to him, the more of his tender mercies have the occaſion to 
ſpread themſelves ; for elſe al! the Nations are to God, but as the drop 
of the Bucket, and the duſt of the Ballance ;, all their ſervices are not 
ſufficient to him for a ſacrifice to burn before him : He humbles bimſelf to 
behold the things that are in Heaven,as well as thoſe on Earth. He with 
great delight yet looks to one that u of @ broken an1 contrite ſpirit, 
and that trembles at his word, As one day and a thouſand years are 


both alikg to the Infinity of God, ſo are a thouſand perſons and but one ; 
as 


a. at. a ee, 


[1] 


45 it is all one to him to ſave with many or few, (© it is to be intreated 
by them in prayer, or accept their praile ; but according to the wil. 
dom and holinels of the Divine Manifeſtation in his Love and Boun- 
ty, fo he is pleaſed to ſee his Servants draw near to him in an union 
of Love among them'elves, and every one having a claim to his fa+ 
vour, who is all GooJnefs, the united claim is ſtronger. He hears 
even the Ravens that cry, for they are his Creatures; if any man 
therefore could intwiſt their cry with his own in a general ſcarcity, 
he makes his own fo much the Rtronger. He then that joyns the 
prayers and deſires of many with his own, doubles ſtill the ſtrength, 
as is manifeſt by the Apoſtles fo often and earneſtly deſiring the 
help of prayers. 

And this may anſwer what may ſeem to be an objeQion againſt 
good men joyning with publick and promiſcuous Aſſemblies, where- 
ir are {o many ignorant and bad men, that by their fins, ignorance, 
and folly, rather obſtru& the effe& and acceptance of good men 
joyning with them ;, fo that it may ſeem better if holy and good 
men ſeparated themſelves, and left the generality of a Nation out of 
their Religious Services. 

But from what hath been ſaid it is very plain, that as the Nine- 
vites and Abrabam's Steward (erved themielves of the Beaſts in their 
prayers, and David (erv<d himſelf of the very loweſt of the Crea- 
tures in his praiſes, ſo good men conſecrating the publick, Religion, 
though reſulting from a medley of worſe men, turn it to greater 
glory to God, advantage to themſelves, and the advantages of thoſe 
worler men alfo, in ſundry reſpe&ts, when it does not prevail to 
their converſion and eternal falvation; as figures of value ſubordi- 
na: ing to themſelves Cyphers, increaſe Sums to very vaſt. 

The lervices ot men not truly Religious, are not fo acceptable to 
God alone, but are ennobled by the union of truly good men ; for 
that they have ſuch a vertue is plain even Job's Friends, though 
good men themlelyes, received good by his offering their ſacrifices, 
and that good men may fubje& the ſervices of evil men to their own, 
is as plain by the Apoſtles rejoycing, that Chriſt was preached by thoſe 
that preached him out of envy and contention, for while his preaching 
Chriſt out of love,over-ruled theirs, who preached the ſame Chriſt from. 
worler reſpe&ts ; all their preaching of Chriſt was to forcibly united 
with the Apoſtles,that it became as if it was wholly his own,& turned 
to his Salvation; the greater & truer Light drinking up the leſs, & the 
lels noble which followed in attendance upon it ; &fo much more the 
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prayers of leſs worthy men are ſnatched up to Heaven with the 
prayers of Holy men, and prevail for a full acceptance of them 
with God, leaving only ſome leſſer portions of Bleſſing to thoſe 
whoſe Hearts do not aſcend with their prayers : Yet we muſt be 
careful of ſaying to any, Stand off, I am hlier than thow Many 
a man being rejeted under the Appearance of a Publican, whoſe 
heart's breaking within it ſelf to God has greater acceptance from 
him, than what ſeems rather to be preferr'd among men, 

For the Honour therefore of the molt publick ConjunGion in 
Holy S:rvices, we may obſerve, thoſe men who are of the moſt 
Hppy memory in Scripture, Men of Renown for the Efficacy of 
thcir prayers, as Noah, e Moſes, Samuel Fob, Daniel, the Apoſtle 
Paul, and many others, were no Monkiſh fort of men ; No men 
of Scparation from the publique upon choice, but Perſonages, as 
of the moſt Divine ſpreading Reafon, ſo of a publique Wiſdom, 
Grace, and Spirit, containing a publique Intereſt, and Piety within 
their own Breaſts; yet joyning with as many as they could, to 
better their ſervices mutually, and not {crupling union with them, 
leſt they ſhould. be made worſe, or their tervices lefs acceptable; 
Men of no narrow and contrafted Spirits, Principles or Devotion, 
but like our Saviours converſe with Publicans and Sinners, they 
were as Phyſicians to the ſick,, Helps to the weak, as well as the Come 
parions of all that fear God, pulling ſinners with violence out of the 
Fire , converting thew from the error of their way , ſaving ſouls 
from Death, and endeavouring to hide the multitude of ſins ;, and 
therefore were ſo prevalent in prayers for others, though at ſome- 
times God was ſo incens'd, as to deny Audience even to ſuch, except 
for their own ſouls. | 

Thus clear it is on the fide of — Religion in theſe great 
Examplesz they ſeparated from the fins, the ſuperſtitions, that 
were at any. time become publique, but joyn'd with the Publique 
Religion, and thereby rais'd it to much higher Excellency : Ir is 
impoſſible to make bad Things good, as Falle Worſhip, or Cor- 
ruptions of Pra&tiſe, if never ſo many Good men fell into them ; 
It would endanger them, but cannot better that, which is of it 
ſelf bad : But that which is in it ſelf Good, which would be much 
diſpirited through Evil handling it, by Bad men, may be made bet- 
ter by Holy mens Predominancy, and Aſcendency in it ; and fo turn 
to general Good, in ſome Thirty, in ſome Sixty, in ſome an Hun- 
dredfeld ; which ſhews the Nature of the both Communicativeneſs 
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and Singularity of theſe Holy men ; Communicativeneſs in True 
Worſhip, though with Bad men; Singularity from Sin and Falſe 
Worſhip. 

[ have now diſpatched this firſt Head I propoſed concerning the 
publicknels of Religion in general : I come now to the ſecond Head, 
That this oublickneſe determines #t ſelf in National Religion, neither 
ſtaying ſhort of it, nor expatiating beyond it. 

And to make good this, | firſt conſider how humane Society riſes, 
and what are the firſt bands of Union. And it is very evident the 
firſt Aſſociations of mankind muſt grow out of Families, as I have 
oblerv*d the Law of Humane Society was firſt declar'd and pro- 
mulg*d upon the Inſtitution of Marriage, This was the beginning 
of Families , Families of all greater aſſociations of men, Here alſo 
muſt begin all Religious Society, Thele are the moſt near and com- 
bin'd ; here therefore are the moſt frequent ſeaſons of worſhipping 
God, of daily praifes of him, and prayers to him, The examples of 
it we find in Abraham's, Toſhua's, David's, Cornelis's Families, 
and the Churches in the Houles of ſome Chriſtians at the firſt. This 
Domeſtick Body is moſt cloſe with it ſelf, and more eaſily call'd to- 
gether, therefore the firſt ſeat of Religious Society. 

Families therefore for the cloſeneſs, nearneſs, and naturalnelſs of 
that Government, as being the ſmalleſt of Communities, but the * 
molt primitive, are particularly nam'd in this Prayer againſt the 
Heathen, and made another expreſſion together with Kingdoms of 
Irreligious Communities. 

For as Kingdoms are greater Families, united indeed as Families 
but greater. 

So Families though leſſer, were yet the fir Kingdoms, 

Religion therefore b:iag a moſt uncenteſtable duty and obligati- 
on in thole leſſ.r Kingdoms, Families, it argues to the fame obli. 
gation and duty in thote greater Families, Kingdoms, and the Reli- 
gion or Irreligion of the one and the other run along one with the 
other, 

Thus God firſt eminently himſelf founded Religion in Abraham's 
Family, and fo commenc'd both the Family and Religion into a Na» 
tion an! Kingdom, Religion therefore riſes higher, and ſettles here 
as upon the moſt advantageous Eminences, as in the moſt full and free 
{pread Communities,call'd Nations for their greatnels and numerout- 
vels, Kingdoms for their Majeſtick government and union in it. 


For 
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For a Nation or Kingdom is a part of Mankind canton'd indeed 
from the whole world, and the widenels of that, yet into a larger 
compaſs than Neighbourhoods, Towns or Cities, and is generally 
incloſed within ſome more remarkable bounds of place, as Seas, Ri- 
vers, Mountains z united by nearneſs of Manners, Cuſtoms, and 
Diſpoſition, ariſing from like Temperature of Air and Climate, free- 
dom of Converſation and Commerce, having one and: the {ame 
Language, but eſpecially as under the fame Civil Intereſts, Laws, 
Government, and Legiſlative Authority. 

For theſe mutual Bonds are they which give Reaſon to National 
Religion, as the moſt ſolemn inſtance of publick Religion and Wor: 
ſhip of God, becauſe by vertue of theſe it becomes one great Family, 

I know there may be ſome exceptions trom this delcription of a 
Nation, which will have their force upon National Religion alſo as 
it reſults from it. For ſometines one Monarchy does as it were (tride 
over more Nations, ſometimes one City or Free Town is diſtinguiſhe 
from the rcſt of the World by one Government, one Civil latereſt, 
independent in its Government in its proper Intereſt upon any 
other, 

Now in ſuch a Monarchy as contains ſeveral People and Nations 
under it, it does not properly give name to a National Religion, 
while their Intereſts, Laws, Converſation, and Civil Commerce are 
preſerved and kept diſtin&t, as thele are often allowed to be under 
lome conquering Potentacy. 

On the other ſide it a narrower compaſs of people than we pro. 
perly call a Nation, viz. a Region, a Province, a City, hath its In- 
tereſts, its Laws, its Government, Converſation and Commerce, 
intire to itlelf; it is as to the purpoſe we are now upon,as it were a 
Nation. 

The fum th«n is this: fo far as Humane Society has drawn any 
Pcople or Families into a cloſe and more compacted Rate of Civil In- 
tereſts, nec+(litude one to another, and Government running up to 
the higheſt point of Government in that compact ſtate, fo far is the 
obligation ot Union in publick Religion drawn, upon them, where 
rr el: arc tree, that attendance to union in Religion is freer allo, any 
further than the common truth of Religion, and the obligations of 
_ bird even thoſe at greatcl} diſtance and union one with an- 
other. 

For thus R-ligion may and ought to unite all the true Profeſſors 
of it, at what re1nove loever from one another, It may and ought 
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alſo to paſs upon whatever bond of union there is in the world ; but 
there is no ſuch union as Laws, Commerce, Converlation, common 
ſafety running all up to the ſupreme Government over that con 

junRion to graft Religion upon. All elle is but conſent in the fame 
unity of one God, one Lord, one Spirit, one Faith, one Baptilin, 
which make the Catholick Church one Body, and joining with ove 
another, preſentially in the ſame acknowledgments of God, when 
a concurrence of all things neceſſary happens to fall out, as cannot 
be ſuppoſed frequent in parts remote one from another, and ot a 
divers lip or language, 

The Catholick Churchis indeed united as Humane nature is, in 
one and the ſame true Reaſon, and thereupon a readinels of wile 
and learned men to correſpond one with another at a diſtance, or 
confer one with another if at any time ſuitable concurrences favour 
it, or as the world, much more the Catholick Church is a Temple 
built to the Glory of the Creator and Redeemer, wherein all good 
men meet from one end of the Heaven to the other, in the unity of 
the ſame Spirit, and in the ſame kind of worſhip; and if opportunity 
allowed, in the ſame aQual worſhip. 

The nearer therefore arty parts of the Catholick Church are by 
the Neighbourhood of Nations, by the frequency of Traflick, the 
nearer,the more frequent the correſpondencies are,the mutual aſliſt- 
ance, may and ought to be. 

But now in the Dependencies and Interweavings of all Civil Inte- 
reſts in Nations, there are not only thoſe voluntary and contingent 
correipondencies, but luch as firſt grow out of the nature of Humane 
Society,and bind of themiclves to common true Religion ; and then 
have the favour, encouragements, dircions, obligations of Laws 
and Authority running like the fame ſpirit into all the feveral parts 
of a Nation, and recommending that National true Religion as it 
ſtands in this Union that is firſt commanded by God, beſides much 
more free, ordinary, Afual Meetings in one and the very lame 
place, and As of Worſhip. lt is true indeed, the Worthip of 
God allows our worldly callings, and the proviſions of the preſent 
life, and Relation, and therefore a Neighbourhood, whether it be 
the more populous of Cities, or Towns, or the more infrequent of 
Villages, hath the conveniencies of more folemn and ftated Meer- 
ings, the ordinary fit ſeaſons of the Lords-day, and other folemn 
times of worſhip : thereupon aq is generally cxer- 
cis'd in thele leſſer Societies, even as the Juſtice an — of 
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Laws, and National Authority, muſt be brought home to men in 
their particular Countries, and Towns, and not reſt in the Capi- 
tal Cities at a diſtance from their daily Buſineſs and Converſation ; 
and yet the ſtandard of all things National is generally prelery'd 
| there for the very ſake of union, Even ſo of National Religion, 


not as Religion z for the ſtandard of that is Scripture only : but as 
National ; fo the Agreement in it is depoſited with all other 
National As. So that National Religion hath the advantage 
in theſe two things: Firſt, The Naturalneſs and Cloſenels of 
the Union of a Nation to all the Intereſls of Humane Society z 
and therein it imitates the nearneſs and cloſeneſs of Families, or 
leſſer Incorporations, as much as can be conſiſtent with the ſecond 
thing, viz. The Illoſtriouſneſs, Magnificence, Honourablenels of 
Religion, as ſeated in larger Bodies , but eſpecially as upon the 
Soveraignties and Supremacies of the Great Incorporations of 
Mankind. 

I ſhall only obſerve further, That All this does moſt effcually 
exclude the pretence of an Univerſal Charch-Monarchy, as hate- 
ful in Religion, as an Univerſal State-Monarchy in Politicks, and 


Civil Liberty. Both of which are indeed Tyranny. 


The Imaginary Benefits of ſuch ſorts of Union are infinitely 
toilſome, and tedious, while they are expeRed, and always in the 
iſſue found impoſſible to be enjoyed in their Fruits ; but in the 
mean time, while the pretenders are labouring for, and graſping at 
{o vaſt a power, they fill the world with the lamentable efte&s of 
their Ambition, and do indeed deſtroy Humane Society, becauſe 
thoſe Laws and Bands that tye it together, being ſo over-ſtrain'd, 
fly in pieces 3 and I am ſure nothing is more contrary to Chrsſtia- 
nity, than an Univerſal Head of Religion here upon Earth, except 
Chriſt himſelf with an Ubiquity of Holine(s, Power and Influence, 
came down to reign upon it. An univerlal Union were indeed 
deſirable, and glorious, if there were an Omniprelence of Vertues 
an{werable to the Adminiſtration ; but that being too great for 
any creature z too great in the preſent ſtate of the World ; Reli- 
gion, and Chriſtian Religion glide along with the Civil Union they 

nd prepared, as I ſhall preſently evince, beyond which is nothing 
but Ulſurpation. 

I come now to the Arguments from Scripture and Reaſon for 


National-Religion, not afforded to any other Figure of Union in 
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The firſ® Argument ſhall be, that I derive from this prayer , 1 4rgum. 3 


have cheſen to diſcourſe this point upon : and I lay it thus, The 
prayers, in which Holy men ſpake, as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, reſt upon ſome great Pillars and Principles of Divine Truth, 
and Argument : For particular caſes, in which they prayed, are 
br ought to thoſe general principles, by an underſtanding inlightned 
to underſtand, in an humble fenſe, even as God underſtands, and 
inflam'd with a Holy AﬀeRion, in a lowly lmitation of the D#: 
vine Zeal, wherewith God performs all his Holy Ordinations. 
Thus as Princes they have power with God, becaule they offer him 
their Petitions according to his Eſtabliſhed Rules of Government, 
and his own Holy Wil, concerning the things, wherein they pray to 
him, 

Now the underſtanding theſe Rules was extraordiuary, and in- 
fallible to the Prophets, and Servants of God inſpir'd by him, but 
to us in ordinary by the light of the Word of God, by the Laws 
of True and Right Reaſon in deduRtions from that word: Andin 
which word, and the deduRions from it, if we are not miſtaken, 
the Efhcacy will be certain, becauſe if we ask according to his will, 
we are ſure he heareth us, and that we have in ſome true ſenſe the 
Petitions we ah of him. This is fo valuable a Rule of prayer, 
that Daniel, though ſo great a Man of Viſien, yet betook himlelf 
to this ordinary means of InſtruRion in the mind of God, Dan. 9. 
By Books of Holy Records, and general Chronology, he knew 
that the time of the Babyloniſh Captivity was near its Expiration, 
and fo ſet himſelf to prayer, and was crown'd with this wonderful 
luccels and acceptance. 

Thus prayers prevail with God, and yet without any change 
in him, there being a Configuration, or Concurrence of all things, 
according to his own unchangable Will ; His (oun/els of old, that 
are Faithfulneſs and Truth, are remonſtrated to him by the hum- 
ble, fervent deſires of his ſervants, that knew them to be his Coun- 
ſels, and who are ordered by the {ame counſels to enquire, or be- 
ſeech him by prayer according to them, and therefore by his 
ſpirit, the ſpirit of prayer , He draws the parallel lines to his own 
Intentions upon their Hearts, Deſires, and AſteQions. 

I have purſued this the further, becaule it gives a ſolution to 
that Doubt, how God without any change in himſelf hears pray- 
ers ; and alſo aſſures us, this prayer being {o remarkable, as to be 
twice us'd in the ſame words, _ certainly bears it ſelf y_ 

n ome 


LE RES 


LAY 


- P— 
> : 


Y 
"# 


234. neo YC - 


©4S, 


da 
4 


[18] 

ſome certain principle, from which we may argue to general 
praQtiſe. The principle it refts upon, muſt be this : There is an 
Eftabliſh'd order betwixt the wrath and diſpleaſure of God ; His 
Fury, and Vengeance, and the Nations, or Families, not knowing, 
mot calling on his Name : and this is known by very light of Nature. 
His Wrath, according to unchangable Laws, is always prepar'd a. 
gainſt thoſe that forlake him, and that Duty they owe to him, 
as Nations: It had been elſe a great preſumption upon God, and 
Breach of Charity to the Nations fo to pray againſt them z which 
may alſo give us account of all thoſe Dreadful Imprecations, and 
Curſes, David, and other Prophers and Holy men pcur out againſt 
their own Enemies, and the Enemies of their people; They are 
founded in their being Enemies to God, his True Worſhip, Love, 
and Service, and as tuch their Final D-ſtrution was decreed a- 
gainſt them by the moſt Righteous Laws of D:vine Government, 
made known unto thoſe Holy men, and to they prayed for it as 
publique perſons, and not out of private Wrath and Revenge : but 
this by the way. | proceed now in the main Argument. 

And this principle | am upon, That the Wrath ot God is againſt 
the Nations that are Without National Re ig1on, lyes deeper in a 
Firſt, and more Original principle, #*z. There is an Obligation, a 
great Duty lying upon Natrons, as Nations to know, and wor [hip the 
True God; for elle why ſhould God find fault ? why ſhunld he be 
angry, when mone bad reſiſted his fill ? 

From hence it is, That there is a Natural Order eſtabliſhed by 
God, between k1: Love, anc Favour, ani a People, and their puy- 
lique Truc Religion, | ecaiilc it is the Obf. rvation of a Duty , and 
the Obtcrvation of Duty is the fitting us for Bleſſing, and i avour, 
as the negkeR, and Iran gr: (hon of Duty cannot be without wrath 
and difpleafure, For thus Go. hath placed Life and Death one 
over againſt another ; vet fo that Lefe und Fleſſing are always firſt, 
even &5 Duty is always belore (i : For God never made Death and 
Deſtruttion, even as he never could be the cauſe of ſin, but they 
come in by the Failing of our Duty, and to of that Life and 
Bleſſednets entail'd on our Duty. 

Yet the Obligation to National True Religion is much more 
eviient from thele Holy men, praying down Wrath upon them 
that hnow not God, and that call not on his Name; then it could 
have been from the praying for his Favour to them, that did know 
him, and that did call on his Name; becauſe his Favour _— 
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have been vouchſafed upon Terms much below our ſubſtantial and 
inviolable Duty : As many of the Fewiſb Rites might be Arguments 
for, and Pledges of Gods gracious Kegard to the people, he had 
lo Ciſtinguiih'd, when the want of thotc ſigns would not have ar- 
gued to the cftuſion of h.s Wrath and Vengeance, there being no 
natural, or poſitive Duty lying upon any, but the Jews to luch obs 
ſervances: There may be many Arguments for the Bounty anc Far 
vour of God trom External Rites appointed by him, and obferv'd 
by his people ; though indeed theſe all refer to their Eſſential Duty, 
and argue nothing without it : Yet the contrary will not enforce 
to the oppoſite D:grees of Wrath and Indignation, becauſe they 
are not obſerv'd, when no ſubtantial Duty is violated. Uncircum- 
Ciſion, that keeps the Law, may tave in the main the ſame ſecurity 
from wrath, with Circumciſion that keeps the Law alſo. Sceirig 
then there i» fo great wrath againſt thote that know not God, that 
cal! not #n his Name ;, |t aſſures us, th- Duty, the Obligation, and 
the Reaton of it lye deep, that the omiſſinn is fo ſu"j. &ted to the 
Divine Revenges: and ir is in this; A fociety without Religion 
is a High contempt ot God, «4 waking fleſh our arm, and departing 
from the Lord, and fo trom his Favour and Blcfſing. A princi- 
pality without an Inſcription, a Dedication to the Glory of God, 
to which all things arc to be Cevoted, is like the building 4 
Tower up to Heaven. A (in like the fin of Herod, when he let 
that Sacrilegious Applaule fink into him, and gave not the Glory 
to God, and therefore {ubjets men to be at any time ſmitten and 
blaſted by God 53 who has laid , Thoſe that honour him, he will 
horour;, but all elſe ſhall be lightly eſteew'd, whether Nation or 
Perſon. lt is not thereiore ovly the Judgment upon the Irreligion of 
particular perſons, of particular Families, that is here intended, 
though this is included anc! luppus'd, but eſpecially upon tie Irre- 
ligion of Societies, knitting ard ſtrengthning themſclves without 
the True God ;, upon Principalities exalting themfelves, and not 
by and with the Almighty, and Supreme Majeſty. 

On the other fide, it there be « Nuty, an Obligation of being 
publiquely R<{gious, there is a Blefſing upon 1t, according to that 
Fundamental Principle ; He that com:th to God. muſt believe that he 
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek, him : that 
Godlineſs hath the promiſes of this life, and of that which is to come © 
And this mult be firſt, becauſe as Righteouinets and Duty are be- 
fore ſin, fo Bleſſing and Favour are before Wrath and Diſpleas 
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ſhre : Yet Wrath is a more certain Demonſtration of abſolute 
Duty violated, than Favour is of abſolute Duty obſerv'd, becauſe 
the Favour of God is more at liberty than his Wrath, which al- 
ways depends on ſtrit Juſtice. All which amounts to the full 
proof of the great Duty of National Religion from this prayer , 
ſeeing National Irreligion is ſo near the Curſe of Divine Fury and 
Revenge. 


Having thus far conſidered National Religion, as it is founded 
in the very Laws of Nature, and inviolable duty to God. I come 
ſecondly, to conſider the Wiſdom, and unqueſtionable Rationality 
of the Divine Ordination among the Fews ;, whes by a Prerogative 
of Power, and Goodneſs, God would ſecure the True Religion, 
after the Nations had lo corrupted themſelves, and that he had now 
begun, as the eApoſtle ſpeaks, to ſuffer them to walk after their own 
ways : He founds his Worſhip, as it were anew, firlt in Abrahams 
Family , and from thence commences it into a National State, even 
as he did the Family, wherein he had plac'd it, and that for the very 
fake of his True Worſhip, which Family and Vation had indeed 
many peculiars in its Religious Conſtitution, ſuch as are not to be 
found in any other, as [| thall after account for them ;, yet in the 
eneral, it is an Evidence of the Fitnets and Agrecablenels of that 
Model of Humane Society, to the Ends of Religion, and the Ac- 
ceptableneſs to God, it ſhould be ſo devoted. 

But becauſe we may think this chuſing of Abrahams Family, and 
the Nation riſmg from it, was an Interdi& vpon any other Fams. 
ly, or Nation, to inſtitute a publique National Religion, any other 
ways, than as they Proſelyted themlelves to that one Nation and 
Family : It is very obſervable, there are elfſervhere the footſteps 
of National, and Family Rel:2ion, though more rare in that very 
time, as in Melchiſedeck, who was King of Salem, of Peace and 
Righteouſneſs, and Prieſt of the moſt High God, 1» incorporating 
Religion with his Government, the ſame is to be ſound in Fob, 
and his Friends: fo that the ErcRing a Varional Religion among 
'the Jews, did not ſuperſede the obligation of any of the Nations 
to the National Worſhip of God, though in Judgment paſt our 
Fading out, H* ſo overlook'd them, as to leave them to themſelves, 
for he never lefe himſelf without witneſs He ought to be fo wor- 
ſhipped, by giving them ſruitful times ar 4 ſeaſons, and filling their 
hearts with food and gladneſs : He was never far from them, = 
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that he gave them life, and breath, and ll things ; and in him they 
lived, moved, and had their Beings ; ſo that they w-re without excuſe, 
when at any time h1s wrath was reveal'd from Heaven againſt them, 
for not glorifying him as God, and being thank ful. Belſhazzar, and 
his Nation, were obnoxious to God, for not Glorify:ng that God, 
in whole hands was his life, and breath, and all his ways. Beſides 
thoſe of the Nations that were near the Jews were allowed to 
unite themſelves to the Fewi/h National Religion, when the Laws 
of Nature were grown to dark and obfolete among themlelves ; 
and though they were the {ons of ſtrangers, yet God afſur'd them 
a place in his ſanftuary, but becauſe there was not proviſion e- 
nough for the multitude of the Nations within the Bounds of that 
Religion 3 it was certainly at all times lawful and plezling to God, 
that they ſhould have Nationally dedicated themſelves to the erae 
Fekovah, though eminently known then to be the God of Iſrael - 
and that they did not fo, gave reafon always to his Wrath againſt 
them, whenever he plealed to execute it. 
But I haſten to the third Argument of nearer concernment to vs. 


The third Argument I derive from the Favour of Chriſtian Re- 

ligion, to National Religion 3 of which 1 ſhall lay down ſeveral 

roots. 

| 1. Chriſtianity repeals none of the Laws of God that are founded 
in the very Nature of Things: if therefore National Religion be 
according to the Rules of Eflential Duty towards God, if it be 
the Reaſonable ſervice of Nation lt is certain Chriſtianity does 
not remove it, but reſtores and exalts it to the greateſt perfeRion : 
Chriſt came not to diſſolve any of thoſe Laws, but to fulfil them , 
that is, to reſtore the DoArine to its juſt Integrity, where it 
was falſly gloſs'd upon, and if any thing was wanting in the for- 
mer Revelation of it, to ſuperadd what might render it moſt 
complete. 

2, Of the ſame Nature is the ſecond proof, That if God not 
only for the ſake of type, and ſhadow, which was uſeful for 
that State of the Church, but for the {ake of the real Goodneſs 
and Uſefulneſs of the Thing it ſelf, pitch*d upon the National Form 
of Religion, by his immediate Revelation to / braham and Afoſes, 
(as 1 have already argued), it cannot be ſuppos'd to b: revers'd by 
Chriſt : It remains theretore among thole things that are written 
for our Admonition, and Learning, on whom the Ends of the world are 
come, 3. Chri- 
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3- Chriſtianity vouches it ſelf a Religion of the moſt publique 
ſpirit and intention, and came into the world by the High Con- 
du of God to open all paſſages for Truth and Divine Knowledge 
among men; as innumerable places in the Old and New Teſtament 
aſſure us; ſo that the Goſpel moſt evidently deſigns it {elf to be 
free, and publique, as the Heaven, as the lights of it, and the 
words of the P/almsſt may well be apply'd to it : The line of it us 
gone throughout all the Earth, and its words tothe ends of the world : 
fo far therefore as Naturalneſs, and Publiqueneſs agree, ſo far the 
thing is undeniable. 

4. Many expreſſions of the Prophets that went before, of our 
Saviour, and his eApoſtles that fol owed after, have a particular 
Favour for National Religion. To name ſome of a multitude : 
Chriſt ſhall ſprinkle many Nations : He us the Deſire of all Nations : 
Go make Diſciples of all Nations : All the Kingdoms of the World 
ſhall become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Poriſt The apoftle 
magnifies himſelf, as the Apoſtle of the Nations ; He compares him- 
ſelf with the Holy Prieſthood, while by Preaching the Goſpel, he was 
negotiating in the offering up the Nations, a ſacrifice conſecrated, 
and fantified by the Holy Ghoſt, the greateſt ficrifice that was 
ever offcr*d to God, except that of the Son of God, offering him- 
ſelf. And this is the only inſtance of the Miniſtry of the New Teſt a- 
ment, reſ:mbled with the Prieſthood of the L:w, or cloath'd with 
that Denomination of Prieſtlmels, uſe hath appropriated to it and 
that to no other office bur of Preaching to Converſi"n, Rom. 15 16, 

But becauſe I know the proofs from thele Scriptures are lyable 
to be retrench'd by expounding them of the Diffuſion of Chriſtia- 
nity into the Catholick Church throughout the World, and then 
calling out of every Nation Converts into particular Srcieties and 
Congregations | ſhall make an Eſſay to level the line of them to 
Nations and Kingdoms, as they are united into ſuch Confpicuous, 
and l|luſftrious Bodies of Mankind, with their Princip4lities fo 
form'd, fo compatted, and not only a Diftus*d Catholick Church, 
or {inall and inviſible Congregational Churches, 

1. The Kingdom of Chriſt can 10 way attain that Greatneſs, which 
it is prophecved and forerold it ſhall attain, if it does not allow 
Nations, a« Nations to affociate theml:lves in the profeſhon of 
it; if it only gives Right to private and particular Churches, or 
Congregations; and a D:FFufiye Church, that can no way congre- 
gate, which though great in its Spiritual Union, yet arifcs ro no 
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viſible Greatneſs, but as it moving into all parts of the world, 
congregates it {clf according to any of the Lzivs, or Advantages 
of Humane Society it falls into, and finds prepared tor it : The 
e Meſſiah then can never, as is prophecyed of him, have his por- 
tion drvided him with the great, nor divide the ſpoyl with the ſtrong , 
but muſt reſt in a very low and under-condGition of tmall, private, 
and particular Afemblies of his ſervants, profeſſing him; but a 
National (briſtian Religion, a Religion, as Fainous as the name of 
the moſt populous Cities, and the greateſt Princes and th.ir Ter- 
ritorics, in honour to the Lords anointed, mult not be allowed, 
no not according to his own Deſignation, For though the Ewi- 
nency of the Do&trine, and the Appearance of God with it, does 
infinitely ſurmount all created Greatneſs; yet many places of 
Scripture compare the Honour and Glory of Chriſt, as a Prince 
over Nations, with other Soveraigntics, and prefer his; not only 
in regard of the Heavenlineſs, and Eternity of it , but as it obtains 
an Intereſt and Command in the world. For it is a Government 
over Nations, as Nations over the Laws and Principalitics of Na 

tions; and not of one only, but many Nations , not indeed in the 
way of Worldly power, but Divice perſwaſion ; Evidences of 
Truth, and Reaſon, Vertue oi Holineſs, and Goodnels, are the 
Scepter of this Kingdom, the weapons of thes Power ;, and this Moun 

tain ſhall grow greater, and greater, till all the Prophecies are ex- 

aRly fulfild in the Soveraignty of Chriſt, an | the toweſt ſubjeRiona 
of 2ll Kingdoms to him : the greatelt Afountains dilappearing and 

becoming nothing before hin, when the fulne/s of the Fews, and: 
Nations are come into him, Thus it is 4 Aonntain ſet upon the, 
top of the Mount ins ; not only in the Eminency of its DoQ@rine, 

but the profeſſed ſu! jeftion of the Governments of the world (that 

are in Scripture calld Mountains) to it, for his Truth, Mecknels, 
and Righteouſnets fake ; But if Nations receiving and flowing into. 
Chriſtianity, fink it prelently into particuler, private afſſemblies,, 
as it was white under perſecution, and that it ſhould be of no, 
more publique Honour, than at ſuch timesz the Mountain of the, 
Lords houſe ſhould not be above the Hills, but ſhaded by them ,, 
end that according to the very Conſtitution of Chriſtianity it {elf ;, 
for the Supremacies ſtand aloft, but the proteſſion of Chriſt retires. 
inte privacies z yea the worſhip of the True Gov, Creator of Hee» 
ven an4 Earth , which after the appearance ot the Son of God in 


the world, is.only in Chriſt, muſt be fo far from being exalted, as, 
is 
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is everywhere ſignified, that it muſt be abated and brought low 
by the Depreſſion and falling down of the Moſaick Frame ;, for 
then it was ſetled upon one of the Principalities of the woeld ; 
end though it be now more diffus'd, yet if it not only be not, 
but ought upon its own principles to be Eſtabliſhed in, and upon 
the publick profeſſion of a Nation ;, It has not, nor can have fuch 
an Eminency as among the Fews, when it had the Awfulne(s and 
Majcſticknels of a Kingdom devoted to that true Worſhip, mas» 
king it thereby of much greater notice in the World, 

And if Religion may be National, even as Nations themſelves 
are united in a way of order, fo muſt National Religion alſo be by 
order compov'd into its Nationalneſs: and this by the Rules of 
Scripture and Right Reaſon. 

But let this be no pretence to that Tyranny in Chriſtian Religion, 
that great Ulſurpation of Popery; for it is a Sacrilegious Ditpla« 
cing the Honour from Chriſt upon oftentimes a moſt unworthy 
Mortal; thoſe Princes then that are Atsnores Corone, that lelicn 
themſelyes by giving their Kingdom and power to the Beaſt, muſt 
needs diminiſh the Honour of their profeſhon of Chriſtianity, tee- 
ing they have (o far ſtripp*d themſelves of their Principalitics, that 
they have them not to dedicate to Chriſt : The retaining their Ho» 
nour unvouch'd, unviolate by any creature, and preſenting to the 
Honour of Chriſtianity a Supremacy unproſtitute, is the true 
Glory done by Chriſtian Princes to Chriſtianity. 

2. If there were not the Liberty allowed to Nations to eſpouſe 
Chriſtianity to their Government, and to receive the Honour to 
themſelves of being Religious, and Chriſtian, as Nations ; the Con- 
dition of Nations were worſe than that of the Jews under the Law. 
For now Pcople, as in the Body of a Nation, may not be fo happy, 
as to have the Lord for their God. They may not crown themlclves 
with the chief Glory of Nations, viz- True Religion : «Hoſer, 
we know, often magnifies the State of the Fews to themlelves, in 
this particular, #«z. the Excellency of their Religion : He ules it as 
a great Argumert, that God loved the Nation; He told them, it 
was their Wi/dom and Honour, before the reſt of the Nations round 
about them , who had reaſon to defer to them, that they were 4 
great, and a wiſe Nation, an underſtanding people, that had /ach 
Statates and Fudoments. 

Now ſecing Chriſtian Religion hath the undoubted Evidences of 
Wiſdom, Truth, and Goodnek: 4 not only fo ſuperior to all the 
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Religions in the world, -as to be the, awly true Relogior , but much 
ſuperior ro that'under Adminiſtration oi the True Kelegion it {elf a- 
m90g the Fews - It muſt needs be che happinels of Nativns.to 1en= 
franchiſe it, as the publick National Religion, by the tame Autho- 
rity whereby they make valid any other Law, or AR, fo as to be- 

come the a of the Publick. 
And we have reaſon to'believe tf.ofe many exprefſions of Ephe/. 
2.'I4.c 3. 5. Breaking down #be Partition Wall, and admitting all 
Nationsto be the People of God, and avorwpe, a Body together, are 
intended, not only to-fignific that they may unite in lefler Congre- 
gations, but in the full-efs of National Aſſociations, elſe they are 
not reccived into the fame freedoms and immunities that the Jews 
had ; nor could A'gype and 4fſyris be ſo equal with Iſrael, that 1/> 
racl (hould be but a third with them, whom the Lord of Hoſts ſhall 
bleſs all alixe with no more variation, than /Egype my People, Aſ- 
Jyria the work of my Hands, and Iſrael my Inheritance, Iſa. 19. 
We may find . br:ſtanity intended to embrace all Societies of Man- 
kind, it declared ir {elf a Religion that loved them, and, as it were, 
on purpoſe to teſtifie the Divine Approbation of, and the near re- 
ſemblance between thoſe Civit and Political Unions one with ano- 
ther, founded in the very nature of Humane Society z and that Re- 
ligious Union,which by the very fame Law of Nature follows them 
as fo united, Chriſtianity kept to the very ſame Tenor of Union it 
found any where, and twin'd as cloſe about the Cities, Neighbour- 
hoods and Families, made ready to its hand by civil Aſſociations, 
as it could ;, not calling men out to Wildernefſes, Mountains, or 
Woods, to be the Charches of (brit; or that they ſhould abide in 
Deſarts and Solitudes, when perſecution did not drive and force 
them out : But the Churches of Chriſt are denominated from thoſe 
Citics and Regions where they are planted, as the Churches ef Ephe= 
jms, (ormth, Fudea, Galatia, AMacedonia, &c. yea the Chriſti- 
ans of «Achaia, are called by the Apoftte, Acheis, as if Chriftiani- 
ty were there become the Religion of the Countrey ;, and the ſeven 
Chwrches of Aſia,arecalled thole very Cities where they were ſeated. 
Wherein it is obſervable, the Charches of Cities are called the 
Church of or ineach City, as one; though it isina manner certain, 
they muſt be diſtributed into more Congregations for their nume- 
rouſneſs; yet they are ftillcalled one, becauſe the City was one. 
But the not'bring ſ@United in Government, Neighbourhood, 
vor any kind of Civil Uniot, "the —_ ——_ Churches a___ 
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| lows the diftinion w_ ſuppoſable in their civil ſtate : In Regions 


Argun. 4: 


therefore we ſuppoſe there was no Centre of Union, not in the 
Churches, which were at diſtances too great for Coagmentation 
into one 3 nor in the Laws and Government, at leaſt with any re- 
ſpe& of order towards Religion ; they are therefore called Church- 
es and not one Church, as they are without any exception in Cities, 
even where the Apoſtle names particular Churches in the Houſes 
within thoſe Citiesz yet in regard of the Unity of the City it ſelf, 
they are comprehended under the one C hurch of that City. 

Now all this ſpeaks the care Chriſtian Religion uſes not to diſturb, 
but to conform to Civil Societies, and therefore eſpecially to Nati- 
onal the chief of thoſe Societies 3 and ſo I cloſe this third Argument 
for National Religion, derived from the conſideration of Chriſtian 


Religion, 


National Religion is of great moment and conſideration, in reſ- 
peR to the Day of Judgment ;, for the wrath and fury of God upon 
thoſe Nations that know him not, that call not on his Name, is to 
be taken at the full extent and duration in this world, in that which 
is to come, and ſo the happinels of Nations, who have the Lord for 
their God , that have the everlaſting «Arms under and about them, 
ſpreads it ſelf not only upon'Time, but upon Eternity. 

It is indeed generally taken for granted, that Nations are onl 
judged as Nations in this world ;, yet if we clolely examine, we ſhal 
find t both in Scripture and Reaton, very valuable grounds to be- 


lieve, the Day of Fudgment ſhall not only paſs upon perſons ſingle, 


but in their Communities, z5'they are lock'd in with their Aſſocia- 
tions, and with refpe& to thoſe very periods of Time, and the Ge- 
nerations into which the Communities and Afﬀociations have been 
diſtributed; fo that not only the people of every Nation come into 
Judgment together, but the people of every Generation, of this or 
that Nation, come diſtinly into Judgraent together. 

Beſides thole peculiarities of Sin, or Grace, wherein eyery man 
is individual to himfelf, and no Srranger intermeddler, but he proves 
and enjoys his own work alone, or bears his own burden ; There are 
alſo mens interwoven Adtions, ither-good or bad, wherein the 
Communities, knots of Society, Neighbourhoods, Concurrences 
with the Nation, -Confarmities with the Ages and Generation, ſhall 
be exadtly compared, and weighed.in the:;Ezernal 7 udgwent. 

For there is nothing more frequent in the Sxripture,.,than wer Aa 
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repreſent the carriage of the day of Zudgment : The Nations, whole 
as Nations, that forget God, ſhall be turned into Hell, and fg ypt and 
all its company, all its Hoſts lye together ;, the other Nations with 
their multitude, every one in their proper forts : The Uncircumct- 
ſon and thoſe without Law, are judged by themſelves i the Circumci- 
ſon, and thoſe nnder the Law, by themſelves, diſtinftly Our Savi- 
our ſpeaks ot Sodom and Gomorrah, the men of Nineveh, Tyre «nd 
Sidon, Chorazin, Bethſaida, and Capernaum, coming into Fudgment, 
in that Union, in that Community, wherein ithey were imbodyed 
here in the world; and the men of that Generation, as they were 
that Generation. 

| confeſs it is not ſo clear, that the happineſs and ſalvation of man- 
kind, is with any reſpe& to the diſtinion of Nations, becauſe, be- 
fides what other reaſons may be given, the union of all bleſſed per- 
{ons to God and Chriſt, and of bappy Spirits one to another, is {o 
infinitely great, as to ſwallow up all diſtinions z. fo that there is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, Scythian nor Barbarian, but God and 
Chriſt are all, and in all. 

And fo far as there is any ſuch National diſtintion, Our Lord be- 
ing of the Seed of Abraham, in whom all the Families of the Earth 
ave bleſſed, the boſom of Abraham, the Table of Everlaſting Liſe, at 
which Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob fit down, the new Feruſalem, the 
Iſrael of God, are the Capital expreſſions of happineſs. 

Burt ſtill there is reaſon to think the diſtinion of Nations is not 
fo loft, but that the Holy Seed is as the ſubſtance of every Nation, 
im which it is for ever (as it were by it ſelf conſerv'd : ) A Seed ſerves 
God inevery Age, which is accounted to the Lord for a Generati- 
on at that time, and when God writes down the people in the Book, of 
Life, he writes them as under the head of ſuch a Nation ; this or 
that man was born there, although they are all enrolled, 4s Citizens 
of that common City of Zion, the City of David, from whom our Lord 
ſprang. And though all Chriſtians are one holy Nation, yet it is ſaid 
of ſome very glorious, and happy State of the Church (of which I 
will not undertake to determine) that aſter the diſtintt Sealing of ſo 
many thouſands of each Tribe, there was yet an innumerable company, 
not in a confuſion, but in a diſtinion 5, ſo as to be known to be of 
all Nations, Kindreds, People, and Tongues. All the N«tions of 
them that are ſaved, are alſo mentioned in the ſame Myſtical Book, 
as kept under that diſtinion. 

The epoſile ſpeaks to his —— and Theſſalonians,as certain 
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ke ſhould meet them under thoſe very names, at the appearance of 
Chrijt : He prays for Iſrael, as a Nation, that they might be ſaved; 
he diſcourlſes their falling away and. recovery in. a national way,, for 
many particular [fraclites were then called and ſaved, but not in a. 
national way, as he inſiſts. 

Beſides ul) theſe fair Inducements from Scripture, there is the ſame 
urgency of Reaſon, for the Day of 7udgment paſſing upon men, as. 
in Nations ard leſſer Communities, as upon their fingle perfons z, for 
elſe their ations can never be judged, the very complyance with: 
the cuſtom of Nations,with the ſway of ſuch an Age and time,þei 
the reaſon of many ſins ; and the ſinful ways of men are fo ſocked 
into one another, that the Day of Fudgment, that gives ſentence up- 
on all things moſt righteouſly, comprehends them together, even as 
the Falen, e Angels, the old World were judged together, and in 
common. | 

« InSodomand Gomorrah, was given a pre-appeatance of the final 
Fudgment upon the world, for the Apoſtle tells us they were ſet forth: 
For an enſample, and that they ſuffered the Vengeance of Eternal Fire 
and we know they fuffered in their Community ;, Corah, Dathan, 
and Abiram, with all their company, were involved , as in the (in, 
ſo in the puniſhment;and there is no leparation except where Repen« 
tance, and that with great difficulty, hath made ir. 

So on the happy ſide of things, Religious Nations and Commu- 
nities encourage and affiſt one another in aQts of Love, Service and 
Duty to God, in Virtue and all Goodnels, and infold their piety 
mutually, ſo that on neither fide the recompences of Mercy or Ju« 
ſice can be proportioned, but as in Community. 

2; There is the ſarve Reaſon for the laſt Judgment paſſing upon 
Nations as Nations, as for its paſting upon private perſons, as pci» 
vate perſons, 

For let any one ſurvey Hiſtory, and he ſhall find Nations, as Na» 
tions, have eſcapedthe vengeance of God in this world, as much as 
ſingle Perſons z and the (ame fort of Revolutions, Changes, and 6- 
nal Periods have beſsllen Nations profeſſing God and Chriſt, as thole 
that have been enemies to (ſuch Profeſſion; as is molt apparent ina 
compare of the Jews or Chriſtian Nations : Yea generally thoſe that 
have been called by the Name of God and (. rift, ave been moſt ſpee- 
dily puniſhed, as thoſe that God hath woſt eſpecially krrown of all the 
N ations of the Earth.The Prophet Habukak's Firit Chapter is ſpent 
upon this very SubkR, of that wicked Nation of the Chaldeans,; fo 

proſperous 
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proſperous above the Fews, deſcribed-in; many elegant ſimilitudes, + 
* and vehemently expoſtulated from the twelfth ve11: to the erd, 

Whoever ſhall conſider the ancient Romars, or th: Papacy, or 
the Turks(b Empire, ſince the riſing of ity muſt needs conclude, that 
to judge Nations, as Nations, at laſt, appertains as much to the 
Paramount Soveraignty of Divine Juſtice , and more than (ngle 
Perſons. 

Nations that have been ſo great and formidable, and Princes ſwel- 
ling with the height of Pride, and contempt of God and Religion, 
ſhould in all realon ſtand in thoſe very Appearances at his Tribunal ; 
with their wiſe Senates, mighty Captains, Armies, and Multitude 
about them, and ſo be Sentenced and Condemned by the Righteous 
Tudge of all the World, the only Potentate, the King of Kings, Lord 
of Lords, and Prince of Princes, even Chriſt the yon of God, in ha- 
wane Natue, elſe they would not be judged at all as Nations. 

For here neither Love nor Hatred can be known any more to Na. 
tions than to ſingle Perſons, by any thing that is before w, There is 
often one event to all, to the Righteous and Merciful, and to the Vu- 
juſt and Tyrannick Nations, to the Good and to the wnclean People, 
to them that ſacrifice to the True God, and to them that ſacrifice ro - 
Idols. 

There are as many Inſtances of the ſeverity of God againſt private, - 
particular wicked perſons, as againſt ſuch Princes, Nations, or par- 
ticular Ages; and of his patience and forbearance ts the one as to 
the other : There are as great examples of the mercy, and favour 
of God to private, particular geod men, as to pious Nations and 
Governments z and of his ſevere correQions upon the one as the o-. + 
ther. The piety therefore and the wickednels of Nations according 
to their particular Generations, <qually waits for the laſt Day, even 
as of ſingle Perſons. 

For though there are Periods Judgment ſets to it ſelf 5 and when 
fin is com? to its height, Fu 1gment ſtays no longer , yet this without 
a future Judgment will not give fatisfaftion for the Ages of Proipe- 
rity and Greatnels, the many fignal Vifories, the ſtupendious Gran- 
deur many very bad Nations «nd their Princes have arrived at, and 
continued in before the fina! Calamity hath overtak n them; any 
more than dying at laſt with great circumſtances of pain and horror, 
anſwers for the worldly proſperity of many a wicked man, if aſter 
Death there were no Fudgment : So that eſpecially as to particular 


Generations, there is the ſame Reaſon for the Judgment of Nat:ons, 
as of particular Perſons, 3+ it 
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3+ If all things were not to be as publickly tranſafted at the Day 
of Judgment, and to be {et upon as open and univerſal a Theatre, as 
they were ated upon here, and that before the Congregation of 
Heaven and Earth at that day ;, there were not fo great reaſon for 
an Univerſal Fudgment ', The Private Fudgment of Souls might ſuf- 
fice : Nor could there be any reaſon the Scripture ſhould lay to great 
weight upon the Reſurrett;on, and that in the very ſame Bodies, at 
leaſt as to the principal parts, and ſo as that men ſhould be known 
to be the {ame perſons ? 

Why thus , If men were not to be preſented in the ſame Circum- 
ſtances, Relations, Communities, and the moſt notorious Appear- 
ances, wherein they converſed, and whereby they were molt known 
in the world? 

Let this then be granted, and it will riſe up to States, Gover. 
nors, Senates, ' Princes, their Laws and Tranſaftions, with the tem- 
per of their Times. 

And indeed this ſetting Perſons, their places of Habitation, their 
Nation, their Times, together ; muſt needs break out with the 
greateſt luſtre of Juſtice, and the Supremacy of Divine Judgment, 
when every thing thall be called to account, and repreſented over 
again, juſt as it was in this world : Things high and low, publick, 
and private, national, and perſonalz but without this all would be 
dark, private, obſcure, and imperfe& ; notwithſtanding the ga. 
thering all together to that Tribunal. For very momentous Caults, 
Circumſtances, Aggravations, or Extenuations of Good or Evil, 
could not be underſtood : The Pride of Sin and Wickedneſs would 
not be ſufficiently humbled and abafed, nor deſpiſed goodneſs e- 
nough raiſed and honoured, and fo would amount to little more 
than a private Fudgment as | ſaid before z, but Scripture every where 
inſtruds us, it is the very deſign of the Day of Fudgment, to ſhew 
and preſent the whole Scene of things, an to tet the ballance of 
them even in all particulars: It is the Day, not only o the righteous 
Judgment of God, but of the manifeſtation of it ;, every thing is then 
compoled to ſhew and Manifeſtation ,; it js the appearance of Chriſt, 
whom God will then ſhow in the higheſt glory of the humane Na- 

ture, and ſo that his low, deſpiſed, humbled, and crucifyed Staze, 
ſhall alſo be ſeen, and the glory triumph over it, to the utter con- 


. fuſion and wailing of all that pzerced him, whoſe very own eyes ſhall 


ſee him, as 1o pierced by them. It is the appearance of men in their 
Bodies, 'of Nations in their National Capacities, of all men and 
things 
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things in their Reſtitation : For it is the TaAwyinols, the Regenera» * 


tion, (Mat. 19.28.) to their former ſtate; that Relig.on and Piery 
may receive its recompences of Glory, that Irreligion and Wicked:- 
neſs may have its juſt rewards ob Shame and Punithment, and that 
in the very circumſtances wherein each were {cen and known, and 
ſhall then be remembred to have Rood here in the world, though 
for the generality , very different from the eſteem and ditcſteem 
they then found, + : 

Laſtly, This Repreſentation of the day of Zudgment, is the moſt 
lively, feeling, and ſenſible Engagement to {pecdy Repentance and 
Reformation , that our ſins may be blotted out , when the times 
«re\vZro;, of Reenlivening all things ſhall come from the prelence 
of the Lord: Who would not take greateſt care, that when they are 
ſought for, they may not be found? Who would nor defire, and lo ufe 
the moſt effeual means to appear in Glery, and not wnder ſhame and 
contempt ? 

This is alſo among the ſtrongeſt Arguments upon the moſt honou- 
rable Perſonages and Governors of a Nation, yea upon all that love 
the honour of their Nation, and deſire the glory of it with the erae 

ck Spirit, to mind the promotion of ſincere Religion, Piety, anc 
Goodnefs in themſelves, together with the State of the People, 
Times, and Governments to which they belong ; ſince if they de- 
fire their Nations Renown in this world, and that their management 
in it may be tranſmitted fair in Chronicle, that they may live High 
in Story z how much more muſt they, if at all ferious defire to 


make an Honourable Figure in that moſt Illuſtrious Repreſentation - 


of the laſt Judgment, and-the Erernal Records of All Things? 
They and their Countrey together, according to the ſtation and Re. 
lation wherein they have ſtood to it, and the love they have born 


tq it ? 
by a Law of Goodneſs within himſelt, to be good in a Community, 


and to be f{aved in their Salvation, which he carneſtyy aſpires to in 


and with his own, and his own in and with that : Yea,though he be 
ſolow or mean in his Fortunes, Abilities, or Diſcourſe, as not to 


be in any Advantages for propagating True Religion, yet he hath 


an inward force to it; and as every good man rifes in his Stature 
and Condition, and influence in the Nation to which he belongs ; 
{o.in his ſervice to the publick Religion, but efpecially eyery emi- 


nent, great, truly Religious Perſon, of a publick Charater and a 


Loyer 


And certainly every good man deſires by an immutable Inſtin&,- . 
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of his Nation, hath a moſt ychement and ardent 4efire, 'n5t only of 
his own Salvation, but of the Salvation of his Nation, of as many 
and great numbers, of as univerſal a Body of it as may be. 'Mofes 
was fo high in this, that he deſired to be blorred out of Gods Book of 
Favour, that he, rather than his Nation ſhould ; and the Apoſtle 
Paul for Iſrael, bis National Kindred, wiſhed to be Anathema from 
Chriſt : The fcruples of either of which 1 will noc difpute, * being (2- 
tisfied they exprels a high and mighty zeal for the National Salyati- 
on, and which in a degree is to be imitated by the b:{ men. 

Trercfore (uch Perſons, as Moſes, Panl, ani other of the Wore 
thics of Nations and People, that have been ſuccefs/ul in bringing 
many to Righteouſneſs and Happinets, ſha'l t.ave (2s our Saviour 
ſpeaks Rule over Cities proportionable to their fervicez they ſhail 
for ever be exalted as Princes over their People in Eternal! Glory, e- 
ven as the eApoſtles ſhall ſit upon Thrones, judging, (that is) ſhdll 
b. Rulers and Governors over the twelve T ribes cf ]ſracl | 

Thoſe that have not been ſuccelsful, as No4%, Lot, Eſay, &c. 


.that have yet had the Zeal, the publick Spirit, that was conmentu- 
'rable to the Picty, Religion, and Salvation of their whole Comma. 


nity, ſhall not, though Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſpend their ſtrength 
for nought, their judgment s wick the Lord, and their work with 
their God. They ſhall be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, they ſhall 
be @ ſweet ſavour to God of true Holineſs, and Piety, in them that pe- 
riſh, even as in them that are ſaved, 

The glory and happineſs ſhall accumulate upon themſelyes, though 
it redound not on the Nation : God makes them of themſelves, as 
it were, 4 great Nation in the bleſſedneſs of Eternity ; as he promi- 
ſed Moſes, it he would have been contented with the deftruQtion of 
that preſent Nation of J/rael. They are reckoned as a Nation by 
themſelves, and not of that Community that periſhes: For as the 
e Apoſtle ſays, The Lord knows how to deliver the Righteous out of Tem« 
pration, and lo out of the Inſamy of a common corruption, and eſpe- 
cially that everlaſting contempt z and reſerve the wicked to ſwallow 
it wholly in themſelves, Their Reproach their Lord will return wpon 
them for ever, it being turned off from bimſelf and his Servants, 

But though there is an infinite wiſdom in the Divine Judgment, 
in reſcuing thus his own Glory, and the Glory ef his Servants that 
have been unſucceſsful in twrning wento righteouſneſs, while they have 
been fairhſul with all their Tatents, and in all their Houſe, yet the 
ſalvation of Menand Nations, is the plain and manifeſt glory of —_ 

an 
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and of his moſt Eminent Servants. '' Thoſe that are their Converts, 


are their Hope now, and their Foy, their Rejoycing, their Crown of 1 The. 2+ 


Rejoycing in the preſence of Feſms Chriſt, at kus coming in that day ;, 
only thas Men of eminency, in holineſs, are fecur'd againſt 
lofs, if thty fave enly their own fouls, while they endeavour 
the good of many, that they may be ſaved; they are Crowned with 
thote whom God hath given them, 'as Children, by being initru- 
ments of their Converſion. Oa the other fide, they are affur'd of 
their reward with God in them that periſh, 

But further, Every man that is good in a Nation, though his In- 
tereſt be private, may like the oe poor wiſe man, have done all he 
can to ſave a City, and therefore ſhall not be forgorron here. If he 
be a holy, good man, he will not be loſt by being alone, nor over- 
ſeen by being low in the world, though he be but one of a Family, 
or even of a City, yet God will bring him to Zion, the City of the li- 
ving God. Every one ſhall with Daniel ſtand in his own lot 3 propor- 
tionable to what it was here, it ſhall be in that future ſtate. God 
will ſeek, bis Sheep out of all places whither they have been driven in 
the dark, and cloudy day, though but the poor of the flock, and they 
ſhall and at his right or at that great Diviſion of the Sheep from 
the Goats. 

To conclude this Particular, The honour of Nations themlelves, 
as well as perſons, wherein Religion hath prevail'd to ſuch degrees, 
 astobecalled National, is conlerv'd in thoſe that are fav'd, even 
as the honour of the Angelick, nature is conferv'd in the holy and 
eleft eAngels, as the humane nature in the ſeed of «Abraham, the 
father of the faithful, of them that are ſaved in all Nations ;, as in 
Iſaac, the ſeed of Abraham is called, as in 1/aac's children, the 
children of promiſe are counted for the ſeed, Thus the honour of par- 
ticular Nitions is treafur*d up in the eleft of it; fo that if we ſup- 
poſe a Nation without Converts, it is loſt, as to happineſs, or as 
if it had not been, as the Tribe of Dan has no name among thoſe 
ſealed Tribes, to which we had relation before: And as the order 
of cach Tribe is dilpoſed according to the happy memory of the 
worthies ot every Tribe, and their more noble As, in, or for the 
True Religion ( as is obſerved by Interpreters) : and as there are 
degrees of _ to every Chriſtian, according to the excellency 
of his Graces and ſervices that abound to his accomnt \, So the calc is 
with Nations and Generations, the more, and more eminent men 
3ny hath brought forth, the more » ſhall be adorn'd at that ay 
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It becomes a Niadew, and Crown in the band ©, God, and is, 4s the 
Prophet expreſithiity- 46 4 Bride, married by the multitude of hey 
ſons : So that thelaſt Glory and happineſs of Nations is very great- 
ly concerned in their common Faith and Religion, and the neareſt 
participation they have been capable of in one anothers holineſs 
and piety 3 and therefore the more they can do to inlarge and in» 
creaſe it, the more they add to the common glory and ſalvation, and 
do moſt enſure their own. 

On the other ſide, Although there be a leſſening of honour to a 
Nation, by the fewnels of thoſe that are ſaved, and in the many of 
thoſe that periſh : yet it is not {o, as that the Glory is counter-bal- 
lanc'd by the diladvantage; for there is a much higher account of 
Glory to the Goodnels, Grace and Mercy of God, to the ſalvati- 
on of Chriſt, in that excellent ſtate of Gods Creation, in the ele 
Amgels, and the recovered parts of mankind, in that new Heaven 
and new earth, wherein dwells righteouſneſs, than there is depreſſion 
of that Glory in thoſe that persſb, and their contrary ſtate; ſo the 
the Glory of the Angelick and bumane nature it iclf, and fo of 
Nations, is more conlerv*d in thole that are /uved of them, than in 
thoſe of them that are loſt ; for there is a niuch more, a mach high- 
er reign of righteouſneſs and life aſſerted by the Apeſile, than of 
ſin and death although Scripture, and general obſ-rvation give rea- 
{on to fear there are more that periſh than that are ſav'd; and how- 
ever we cannot unfold the myſtery of it. 

This then Rtands as an impregnable argument for Naticnal Religs- 
@ : If it conduces tomuch to the future happtiels and lalvation of 
N:tions, and fo to the more exalted Glory and (dvativn of all thoſe 
that are zalous herein: and both thele in a more National viſible 
way than things are tranſaRted beiore our ryes in this world, but 


_ that there ſhall be ſome ſuch tuture Rate, whether at the the day of 


Judgment, or throughout Eternity, wc cannot define z yet that it 
ſhall be, cannot be denied, when lo much of Scripture, fo much of 
Reaſon concur in it : -and fo on the contrary, that the irreligion of 
Nations towards the true God, and 7eſus Chriſt, whom be hath ſent, 
ſhall be revenged by the moſt (ſenſible, apparent infamy, contempt 
and wrath frow Heaven, in which, thoie that have h24 the moſt 
walignant influence into ſuch irreligion, (hall have a doub/- meaſure : 
#:d all this ina National way. I kaow not what can ; er1wade more 
ip N:tional Religion thans great a conſideration. And lo | finiſh 
this fourth Argument, 

The 
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The Fifth Argument ſor National Religion, ſhall be only a com- 
plication of conlequential benefits flowing from true National Reli- 
gion united in, which may indeed be made uſe of to perſwade union 
in Religion, whether true or falſe, yet they are only applicable up- 
on true Reaſon to the true Religion. 

1. National Religion contributes to the moſt happy ſtate, rg 


and union of Nations : F-r#/alem by virtue of its National Religion, 
as the Pſalmiſt lays, was as a City compatt together ;, now that which 
hath a firne(s and aptitude, by the very law of Nature and the rea- 
ſon of things, to ſtrengthen and carroborate a Nation, may very 
juſtly be choten by it ſor its own conſervation and happineſs, upon 
that very account z, but eſpecially when it is {ubordinated to better 
reaſons to0,and of a much higher n ture: Every one therefore ſhould 
give the advantage to National Peace by conlenting in National Re- 
ligion 3 ſo that we loſe not the truth of Religion, for the fake of 
National Peace, Which may be tuppoled too to rite from a National 
Religion, though falſe. 

But National truc Religion is a means fitted by God to the peace 
of Nations, and ſich a means as is acceptable and well pleaſing to him. 

Firſt, For the lake of Religion; for Unity in Religion gives ex- 
cellency to Religion, and makes all the ſervices of it more accepta» 
ble, as | have already ſhewn: It is alſo wel pleaſing to God, as it ce» 
ments the peace of Nations z which is of high price with the God of 
peace, and Chriſt the Prince of peace, who hath commanded us to 
ſeek peace and purſue it To ſtudy tobe quiet, to live in peace, as much 


- 


Argus. 


r Thef. 4. 


as lies in us, and if it be poſſible with all men , who hath branded the 11+ 
ſowing diſcord among Brethren, as one of the principal Abomination: Rom+ 12. 


to him, but hath bleſſed the peace-makers,omning them as bu children. 
He hath made trath and peace the ſtability of any time ; theſe are the 
pillars that are the Lords, and he hath ſet the Nations he loves upon 


18. 


Prov. 6- 


I 


Mat. On T. 


them. Behold how good and how pleaſant it is for Brethren to live thus y(;1m 1 33 


together in Unity : It # like the precious Oyntment of the Sanftuary, 
and the Dew of Heaven, where it is found; the Lord bath commanded 
the bleſſing, even life for evermore. 

Thus Religion, by being National, is freed from the charge of 
being a deſign and occaſion of diſturbance. 

T:us the Hearts of Princes ſafely truſt in it ;, thus it becomes the 
v<ry ligament and finews of Government, a pia mater to the ſacred- 
neſs of Authority, and makes Soveraignty eaſic and ſweet both to 
Prince and people. 
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What but Truth can be weighed againſt this Peace ? 

And that not all Truth, but Truth dwelling to. near the eſſence 
of Religion, the very purity of Divine Worſhip, that as it cannot 
be ſold nor parted with, \o it may not be 'concealed: A. man may 
not heve it to himſelf, but with his Aenth muſt make confeſſion of it to 
ſalvation. 

2.True Religion becoming National,hath the defence and ſecurity 
of National Wiſdom , Force, and Strength, againſt falſe Religion, 
and its force and endeavours to expel the true,and b.comeNational it 
ſelf, For a Nation divided againſt it ſelf in Religion, bow can its Re- 
ligious Intereſt ſtand? When though the main be agreed, yet if dif- 
ferences of an under nature are managed with high exaſperations, 
it muſt needs endanger the ſtaple Religion it lelf, by weakning, dit- 
piriting, and dividing the ſtrength that ſhould ingage for it, while 
every one takes care for his private ſentiments, and is jealous of 
being undermined, or oppreſſed in them , the publick and common 
Religion cannot be environed and defended with that vigour and 
union. 

A Nation united in Proteſtancy, is the greateſt Bulwark againſt 
Popery ; what can ſingle Intereſts do in this caſe ? Even Experience 
teaches thoſe that diſſent from one another in many things, / even in 
National Reform'd Religion ) to acknowledge this Union the Fort- 
Royal againſt the hoſtile [nvaions of Fopery, which ſhould conci- 
liate them as far as is poſſible among themſelves. 

3. True R-ligion, as it is National , ſecures beſt againſt thoſe 
undermining Enemies of Atheiſm , Hereſies, Enthuſiaſm, wild and 
monſtrous Opinion-, Prophanenels, negle& of all Religion, Cold- 
neſs, Lukewatmnefe, which take fhelter and manage their defence 
from the diviſrons it the Religion of a Nation , ferled and confirm» 
ed into avowed SeRts and ſeveral parties; but National -Unioa in a 
true Religion, ſtrikes them hoth with fear an ſhame. 

4 The ben fits and blcfſings of publick Religion , as before de» 
clared, come down upon a Religious Nation, and all the truly Re- 
lIigious parts of it, both in chu world, and in that which # to come, 
according to the frengrh of rhe Union in National Religion : and 
this is an intereſt far greater than that of Trade, warlike Defence, 
or the policy of Cities or Kingdoms. Accurled theretore be that 
Irreligion or Difunicn that enfeebles it : He that lrves without God in 
the world, as to the worſhip of him, 'andhe that prodigally commits 
walte.upon a Religious Principle , is worle than they that by riotous 
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living or idleneſs,” do their part to impoveriſh a Nation, He that 
upon Diviſion retires from the publics Religion without neceſſity, 
takes his Intereſt out of the National Bank or bottom, or tullenly 
lets it lye dead: Such kind of partyings in Religion without neceſſi- 
ty, are like the Heterie or Cabals in Civil Government, Conſulta- 
tions without reſpe& to the publick, and fo the great damage of it - 
an injury of great guilt, ſeeing we owe ſo much to the publick. 

And ſol have done what | intended in the arguing this point : I 
ſhall now confider what may be objzRed to it, as an occaſion further 
to explain this whole DoQrine z, and the great Obje&tions | can con- 
ceive in prejudice of what I have aſſerted concerning National Reli- 
gion, I reduce to thele following. 

Obj. 1. When God gave the great inſtance and pattern of Nati- 
onal Keligion, eipecially as in a National Church; how much other- 
wiſe did he found it, than is poſſible to be derived from our Saviours 
Inſtitution. He begun it in a holy Root, that ſprouted out and 
grew, and flouriſhed into a Nation holy ro God, By his appointment 
they met together at Zerx/alem, in the ſolemn Feaſts and Sacrifices, 
as publique Ordinances. The Prieſts, and more eſpecially the High- 
Prieſts, were in moſt Authorirative Deputation from God, between 
him, and that peculiar people, that they might unite all as in One. 
The Temple, Altar and = of Holies, were as the common Cen- 
ter of all the publique worfhig,z anda great fin it was to have mul- 
tiplied any of theſe, and fo to have made a Diviſion. 

They had Prophets, who were their extraordinary National M:- 
miſters, their Office and Sermons cloſely relating to the general 
ſtate. Laſtly, their (iv1 Magiſtrates were under the ſtriftcſt ob- 
ligation, to attemper their Government and Adminiſtrations to + 
the Religious Laws, given by God to that people. 

Beſides all this, they had the Lewites diſperſed through their 
Cities and Villages, to teach, and infſtrut in the Synagogues, the 
places wherein they aſſembled for conſtant exerciſes of Religion, 
But now what a ſilence is there of all theſe things, or any thing 
like them, with relatin to Nations in our Lords appointment ? His 
e<Fpoſiles called men out of F«udaifm, or Heathensſm, the then Re- 
ligion of Nations into private and particular Aſſemblies, called 
Churches, under Paſtors particular to them, without any Rules 
for Chriſtian Magiſtrates. or expefation of ſervice from them ; 
which argues, he did not intend National Churches; or it he did 
by the Prophets ſignific any ſuch , it was not intended they ſhould 

be 
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be in this dark and cloudy ſtate, wherein Antichriftsanſm has ſo pre- 
vailed; it is reſery'd for ſome more glorious State of the Church, 
ſome more eminent appearance of Chriſt, wherein ſuch Prophecies 
are to be fulfilled, 

2. Hence it came to paſs, the only Inſtances we have in Scripture, 
of Chriſtian Societies, the diſcourles of them, the Rules in relation 
to them,are all fitted to private and particular Congregations , and 
where there are any ſuch ſpoken of, they are called Churches or 
Congregations ; ſo that there isno Aſſociation in Chriſtian Religion 
mentioned, but under the name of a Church , to ſignifie Chriſtian 
Religious Societies, and Churches, are all one z ſo that there can 
be no National Chriſtian Religion, without a Nationzl Church : 
But there is no rule either of a National Chriſtian Religion in the 
New Teſtament, or a National Church. 

3- A National Church, or a National Religion, muſt Cepend up- 
on a National Magiſtracy z the Church muſt be gathered in them, 
the Religion eſtabliſhed by them ſubjeR to their Laws and penal 
Statutes ; and beyond this, thoſe that cannot be every way compli- 
ant with the whole National Schewe, arc looked upon as encmies to, 
or diſturbersof the peace and Government of the Nation , becauſe 
the Government and the Religion are incorporate together; where- 
as the Laws, and Religion, and Churches of Chriſt, are all in him, 
and depend upon him only; how far is this from a National 
Church ? = 

To give firſt an anſwer to theſe Objetions together : The Ar- 
Fuments already mentioned do mightily prevail with me that it is 
impoſſible Chriſtianity ſhould by any of its influences, ſo much as 
fuipend fo abfolute a Natural Duty upon mankind as this, viz. to 
contecrate National Aſſociations to God in National Religion, but 
that it is always the duty of Chriſtian Magiſtrates and people ro 
unite in National Chriſtian Religion 3; Or that the Redeemer of 
mankind ſhould cut off ſo great a priviledg of Nations as that,to 
intitle themſelves Nationally to God, and his favour and blcſſing, 
and to make profeſſion ot the wileſt and only true R-ligion in the 
world z or that the very proper and natural Glory of Chriſtiani- 
ty, to make diſciples of all Nations, may not at all times be endea«- 
vourcd by every particular Natjon. However the Prophecies may 
be more lirerelly fulfilled hereafter in the putity and umverlality of 
Chriſtian Kelinjon, 

Fhis being premiſed, I come more particularly to give an- 
{wec. i- Many 
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1. Many of theſe things that are named, as found in the Church 
of the Fews, as a National Church, were not yet the Eſſentials of 
a Church, as National in general , but of that particular National 
(enrch, and typical of things under the Goſpel, as is plain in the 
expoſition of them in the New Teſtament; and more particularly 
that excellent Epiſtle to the Hebrews : the Temple, the High Prieſt, 
the Holy of Holies, the Altar, the Sacrifices, the ſolemn Feaſts,with 
ſuch like, ſerv/d only 4s ſhadows of things to come ;, and the want of 
them argues nothing againſt National Religion. 

2. Thoſe things that were not Typical, or whoſe main an41 1-le 
intention was not to adorn and compleat that whole Frame , bur 
reſted upon Univerſal Principles of Reaſon, Truth, and Duty, can 
never be abrogated, but are for our learning, that we through pat- 
ence and comfort of the Scriptures may have National hope in God, 
and be obliged in our duty, even as they were. Thus the duty of 
Magiſtrates and people towards true Keligion, of publick inſtru- 
ion, of publick Miniſters of Religion, of care for places of meet- 
ing for Divine Worſhip throughout a Nation, continue ſtill, and 
need no new commands in the Goſpel, 

3- As to the firſt planting of Churches by drawing Chriſtians 
ito particular private Societies, it amounts but to thus much, that 
Chr.ſt the Lord of the Church did not found his Church univerſal 
as neceſſarily diffuſing it ſelf into Nations 3 nor could it in reaſon 
- be fo 

For ſeeing it was in Divine Providence, for great and weighty 
Realons, of which it is not proper now to ſpeak, intended and or- 
dered, that hundreds of years ſhould paſs over Chriſtianity, ere it 
had the favour and prot«eRion of Supreme Chriſtian Magiſtrates, 
there muſt have been for that ſpace no Religion or Church, if there 
had been no other Form but National. The Church of Chriſt there- 
fore, though it was in thoſe Cays within Nations, Cities, Towns, 
and Villages, yet of low ſtature in compariſon of National Reli- 
gion, till the Reign of Chriſtian Emperors, conſiderable indeed in 
'.e ſelf, and its diffuſion throughſo much of the world, but not ac- 
knowledged by Laws or Governments, till long after its firſt en- 
trance. And at all times upon the change of a Chriſtian Magiſtracy 
into a P-gan, an Apoſtate, an Heretical, or Idolatrous Succeſſion, 
or the complex of all, ,Anmichriſftianiſm, which early invaded the 
Church, and even covered and obicurcd it in ſucceſſion of time; the 
Church of neceſſity muſt fall back into ſuch a low tate, and yr 
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ſiſt upon its obedience to the Law of Chrift, and its own prudential 
accommodations to the ſtate of Times, without the Magiſtrates care 
and proteRion, 

Our Saviour therefore took care of the Catholick Church, 
which is of abſolute Divine Inſtitution , which is found- 
ed in that promiſe, The gates of Hell ſhall not prevail a- 
ganſ it : To which belong primarily all the great and glorious ex- 
preliions of Scripture ; to which are given originally Paſtors and 
Teachers, to propagate, promote, build up, and ſtrengthen it ; and 
ſhall by virtue of Chriſfts aſcenſion far above all heavens, be cer- 
tainly continued to it, til we all come to the unity of the Faith of 
the Son of God, to a perfeft man, tothe full meaſure and ſtature of 
Chriſt in all his members. All other Societies of Chriſtians are but 
little images and repreſentations of this, in theſe its excellencies z 
and the more they participate of it, the more truly are they the 
Churches of Chrilt ; But becauſe this is too diffus'd for one Mo- 
Cel, for one Frame to comprehend, there is therefore allowance 
given by Chrit for lefſer Aſſociations of this Catholick 
Church, from the nature of the thing; and becauſe of the dif- 
countenance of Nations and worldly powers at firſt, and (fince upon 
true Chriſtianity : Our Saviour therefore, Matth: 15. 18 &c. ex- 
preſly fixes the promiſe of his Divine Preſence in the tmalleſt parts of 
this Church, where but two or three are gathered together in his Name, 
he hath aſſured, he will be in the midſt of them ;, {0 that it is hence e- 
vident, the whole — dilcourle centers in the leaſt Aſſem» 
blies agreeing in Chriſtian Religion : For though it ſuppoſes firſt a 
greater number, (the Church, and two or three Witneſſes being con- 
tradiſtinguiſhed ) yet as it were in proſpe& of the great fewneſs 
upon tome exigencies of Chriſtians praQiſing the duties of Chriſtia- 
nity together, it brings down the promiſes of Audience in their ap- 
peals to heaven, and preſence with their whole worſhip and ſervices 
to the ſmalleſt numbers, not by . way of limitation to, but encou- 
ragement-of fo {mall a number. And it is very obſervable, the 
very {ame declaration of Chriſt to the Apoſtles, whoſe ſoever ſins 
you remit, or bind, by the trye DoAtrine of the Golpel, ſhall ſtand 
goed in heaven}, the very lame is laid here to the ſmalleſt Societies of 
Chriftians as to their Judgment and determination upon their own 
memb<rs, accor: ing to the Laws of Chriſt concerning the offences 
that tall cut among themle'ves, having the ſame DoArine to proceed 
be committed to them, even as to the Apoſtles themfelyes: Churches 
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es are Pilars and Rocks of Truth, even'as the moſt Excellent Mi- 
niſters, and either, or all being no more, but Precones, each in their 
kind, or Publiſhers of the Will of Chriſt, and his Truth declar'd 
in his Word, in the vertue of their being parts of the Catholick 
Church. 

Now the Reaſvn why our Savioxr pitches upon fo ſmall a 
rumber of Chriſtians, agreeing , is certainly this, becaule he 
would appoint no other torm to his Church, than ſuch as could 
live, as could fubſiſt under any Civil Government whatever, whe- 
ther friendly or untriendly to it. He gave it no other ſhape, but 
what it might attain and keep under any ſtate of Civil Laws, un- 
der any enmity it met with in the world. 

And this was moſt neceſſary, becauſe the Church of Chriſt was 
not conkin'd to one Nation, as the Zewiſh was, whom God in a pe- 
culiar manner ſiagled out, and manag'd to the ſtate of a Kingdom, 
and Nation, by a mighty power, and out-ſtretched arm, and con- 
ſerv'd by the fame, ruling it with an immediate ſenſible preſence, 
after he had form'd it by preciſe Laws, and ſetled the juſt bound's 
of all Officers in their Office, and appointed them the place of the 
exerciſe of it; whereas the Chriftian Dodrine being indifferent 
to every Nation under Heaven, it did, as it made its progreſs, con- 
yert certain numbers to it ſelf at firſt, which had no priviledg of 
humane Laws or Powers, but the edg of all turn'd againſt it ; fo 
that the Form of Churches was compoſed to all the viciſſitudes of 
Providence they were to undergo z and that in all reaſon, mult be 
in cale of neccflity, the very leaſt of Societies of Chriſtians, Two, 
or Two or Three (as our Saviour ſignificantiy points upon ſmall Soci- 
eties) for ſuch are moſt fitted to the worſt of conditiens that could 
befall ; leſſer, and fingle bodies moving every way, and ſhiftin 
for the gaining opportunities for the aſſembling themſelves, an 
prelerving their relation one to another, in the diſcharge of mutu- 
al duties, much more eaſily than any greater aſſociations could; for 
our Saviour intended all for uſe, not tor Form; he minded not No- 
minal, Titalar Biſhops and Churches. 

Thus far 1 havt pleaded the appointment of Chriſt, that the 
ſmalleſt numbers of Chriſtians may agree and aſſociate, and be al- 
ſured of his preſence, | 

But now, that this appointment is in bar of; greater Socicties 
of Chriſtians, is by, no means to be granted; for it is, moſt appa- 
rent, our Saviour deſign'd all _ under the Gofplel ſhould be 
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reſtor'd-to the Lazv of Nature, and the true Reaſon of Things. 

Now according to that, the firſt End of all Society, is the en« 
joyment of True Religion, in more than folitude. 

This deſire of erjoying true Religion in Society, extends it ſelf 
from the leaſt of Socierics, ro the greateſt, that are not too great 
for the Ends of Socicty : Gur Saviour therefore, as he gave no Frame 
of poſitive Laws, or Worſhip, no Pedagogy of Precepts, fo no [n- 
ſtitution of Bounding Churches, but that in caſe of traits and 
exigencies his true Religion may be adminiftred in the very {malleſt 
of Societies with confitierce of his Favour and Prelence 4; when it 
hath freedom, it may enlarge it ſelf further and further and if 
it have favour of Nations and Governments, aſcend to the greateſt ; 

et with this relerve, That if in any time or place National Chri- 
ſanity varies from the rrue Original Chriſtianity, as often it hath 
been found to' Co, fo that it cannot, even in ſubſtantial things, be 
conſented'in with a pure Conſcience, privater Congregations, even 
to the moſt particular, are always ready for Chriſtians to retire 
into ; for fo the Laws of Nature allow, where the Publick is not 
ſafe; and yet when the whole is not corrupted, nor liberty of 
joyning without commixture with thoſe Corrvptions denied, there 
may yet be, there ovght to he no Separation. 

Thus the greareft Societies are not in bar of the leaft, when True 
Religion requires them. 

Thus the leaſt are not in bar of the greateſt, when Chrifianity 
is at full freedom ; for it is cloſely allied with that Wi/4om, whereby 
Kings ought to Reign, and Princes to decree Juſtice ; by which Princes 
ought to rule, and Nobles, yea all the Fudges of the Earth , with that 
Wiſdom, which rejoyces in the Habitable parts of the Barth, and' hath 
its delights with the ſons of men. 

| have therefore before obſerved, That Chriftian Religion at the 
very firſt joyn'd it ſelf, as near as it could, to all Humane Societies 
made ready to it , as Families, Villages, Regions, and ſo far as the 
Rage of Perſecution would permit Chriſtian Societies, united them- 
ſelves unts Diftant and Nationat Correfpondencies among them- 
{clves. - 

Now it hath been ſo unhappy indeed with the World, that in few 
Inſtances there hath Heen'a Gopd State of National Religion to yield 
a full, conſciencious Compliance with. Yet t'is will no more ar- 
gue againſt the Thipg ir ſelf; than it does againſt any other of the 
wiſe-and good Ordimnations of God, or againſt the Fewiſh Church; 
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fo immediately govern'd by God, and yet ſo often, and'{o.noto- 
riouſly corrupted in 7#/ah, and more generally in the Ten Tribes , 
and yet to ſhew how, to the very utmoſt, without following a 
multitude to do evil, we ought to joyn with any that are good 
in a Nation, and with any thing that is good in National Religion , 
when Elijeb had, as it were, delerted his place, and the good influ- 
ence his being in publick might have had, and that God found him 
alone; He cid by way of Reproof ask him, What he did alone in 
the Wilderneſs, and inform'd him of a greater number that had 
not bowed to Baal, than he knew of, with whom he might joyn 
himtclt. 

if Corruption would argue againſt any good Appointment, or 
Ordination of God, it would argue againit Churches of the very 
firſt Form, or Conſtutution ; thole Churches in the Revelation, whote 
Corruption is ſeverely tax'd and threatacd, yet are without any 
Cecnlure as to their Conſtitution; and while S. paration from thole 
Churches is not fo much as intimated, yet a Szparation from Impu- 
rities is highly commended, and promifed reward. Thoſe Names 
in Sardis, that had not defiled their garments, are aſſured they ſhould 
walk, with Chriſt in white, for he judg'd them worthy. 

From whence I conclude, no Form of Churches can recommend 
things diſagreeing from the word ot God, how truly form'd ſoe- 
ver thoſe Churches be, for Churches are conſtituted for joyning in 
thoſe things that are agreeable to the Will of Chriſt, not in thoſe 
that are not; and yet Separation from Corruptions does not ne- 
ceſlicate Separation from Charches, while there are any Parts of 
Divine Truth and Worſhip preſerv*d pure to unite in ; ſo great are 
the Obligations that lye upon all ſincerely Religious, to make true 
Religion as publick as they can in the ſeveral Societies that are found 
to ingraſt it upon, 

Now that every Society, that is the ſeat of True Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, is in the language of the New Teſtament, A Church, I al- 
low, and therefore will briefly inquire into the Scripture-notion of 
a Church. 

And | find the Original word taken out of the Septuagint of the 
Old Teſtament, which tranſlates the Hebrew Kahal by Exxanolz, 
which our Tranſlators in the Old Teſtament, as generally render 
Congregation; although in the New Teſtament, what is in the 
quotations out of the Old Teſtament in the Greek Exxanvie, they 
render Church : fo that from the whole it is very plain, as the 
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Univerſal, or National Aſſembly of the people of Iſrael was called 
_— or the Church, — St. Stephen, eAtts 7. 38. where 
he ſpeaks of the whole Body of the 1/raclites in the Wilderneſs : 
ſo the Univerſal Aſſembly of Chriſtians, conſider'd as in the Catho. 
lick Church, is call'd by our Saviour and the Apoſtles E'awungle, 
that is, The Congregation, by =P of Eminency, as Holy Records 


are The Scripture or Writing, the Volume of Scripture, The 
Bible or Book,, as the glad tidings of Chriſt, are the E'vayyiauy, 
the Evangil, or Goſpel; fo the Church is The Congregation : And 
as leſſer Congregations of that Church of the Jews, that did not 
comprehend the whole Bod you call'd The Congregation, or Church; 
even ſo leſſer Societies of Chriſtians are call'd the Congregation, or 
Church; in alluſion to which our Saviour ſays, If rwo or three are 


you2 word gathered together in my name, I will be in the midſt of them. 


of like 
Impor. 
trance. 


So that the Univerſal rayiyves of Chriftians teen only rogether 
by God ; and particular Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, that meer toge- 
ther under each others eye, are in the phraſe of the New Teſtament, 
Charches, Even as the whole Aſſembly of the 1ſraclites in the Wil- 
derneſs, when they were all under one view is by St. Stephen, as [ 
obſerv'd, call'd the Church ; and the (ongregetions, alter they were 
become a Nation, though they could not all then meet together, 
are call'd the {hnrch alto, becauſe they were all under one Law 
and Inſtitution, all partakers of the ſame Rights and Priviledges, 
and {o indeed all perticular Churches of Chriſtians are but the Ca 
tholick Church in leſſer Aſſociations, as the circumference of Heaven 
is the fame, though in ſo many different Horizons; As light is 
the ſame, though variouſly mod:IPd by its ſeveral Receptions ; 
as the Qcean is one, by how many ſeveral Denominations ſoever it 
be diftinguiſh'd from the ſhores it waſhes, or the channels, or other 
{cituations it reſts in ; ſo this Church is oftcn poken of as one Church, 
and as ſeveral Charches, as the Sea is one and feveral Seas, they 
_ fo much cvery way the fame, as to differ only in the Univer- 

ity. 

But whethcr a Nation united in Chriſtianity may be call'd a 
National Church, having many Giflents of opinion appertaining to 
it, and not poſſible to be decided by exprels Scripture, there be- 
ing no Chriſtian N:tion under Heaven in thole days of the New 
Teſtament, wherein it was written ; 1 ſhall leave wholly in the mid- 
dle, and'only obſerve two Things concerning this Controverſic- 
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1: That there can no great matter accrue to either fide of it, 
by deciding for, or againſt a National Church, 

For allow a National Church, or it you will, a Congregational 
Church, agreeing in any thing, not agreeing with the Laws of 
Chriſt, or if cither of them wants any thing neceſſary to our Obe- 
dience to all the Laws of Chriſt. | 

In the firſt of theſe Cates, Chriſtians may and ought to retire 
from the _— of any ſuch Church, either /Vationa!, or 
(ngregational, that they may be pure from Corruption. 

In the ſecond Cafe, Chriſtians muſt find out the ways and. op- 
portunities, ſo far as is. poſſible, whereby they may perform ail the 
Duties commanded by Chriſt, though they ſeparate from cither 
of thole Churches, no further than to thoſe ends. 

| But if there be a Corruption in the Main, or a Defe& in the 
Vitals of the Do@rine, or Worſhip of Chriſt, in either Notion, 
or Churches that will not be upon due Remonfſtrances reform'd, 
then if according to the Inſtitution of Chriſt, Chriſtians gather in- 
to Aſſemblies, though leſſer, though but of Two, or Three, they 
are aſſur*d of the Preſence of Chriſt ; and no inconvenience of Rend- 
ing the Body of Chrijt, or making Diviſions in his Church, (hall con- 
demn them ; for the Society delerted is not his Church, but the 
Society that does defert is his Church, ſuppoſing it retires ſincerely 
in obedience to the Laws of Chriſt. 

On the other fide, Suppole a National Church,. not of the Or- . 
dination of Chriſt in the Goſpel, as under that Name or Notion ; 
yetif that ſtand good, which I have endeavoured to demonſtrate, 
that every Nation, to which the Goſpel is preach'd, is bound by 
the Laws of God eſtabliſh'd in Nature, and by the Laws of God 
and Chriſt in his Ward, to plant true Chriſtian Religion upon its 
National Union ,, It will be ſtill every Chriſtians duty to joyn in, 
unite himſelf with, encourage and promote all that True National 
Chriſtian Religion, and not to ſeparate from it, any further than 
the Laws of Chriſt oblige him, that he may yield Obedience to 
all thoſe Laws : For it is the abfolute Duty ot every member uf 
a Nation to ſeek the Eternal Salvaticn of his Nation in his ſphere, 
as the Apoſtle Pax did of the Fews in fo high an Orb, whin he 
profels'd his great heauineſs and ſorrow of heart, even to the wiſh- 
ing himſelf accurs'd from Chriſt, and prayed with his hearts deſore, 
they might be ſav'd, On account of which, in to many things he 
became to the Jews as 4 7ew, and wrote that Excellent Epiſtle ro 
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the Hebrews ;, It being ſor that very Reaſon to me moſt probable, 
it was his, that he might make good all thoſe great profefſions of 
Love to them z, for though-it was peculiarly direed to the Chri- 
tian Hebrews, yet it had an aſpe@ upon the whole Religion, and 
people of the Jews, as the {cope of Adjuſting all the Moſaick 
and Jewiſh Law to the Golpel-Mediation, makes plain, and lo was 
in it fclf moſt proper for the Converfon of that Nation, as a Na- 
tion, ſecing their own'd ard ploried in National Religion truly un- 
derſtood, led to the { briſtian Religion, juſtly now to have been their 
National Religion, if they had yielded obedicnce to their own Laws 
rightly interpreted, 

Now it National Religion bz an undoubted obligation upon Na- 
tions, and the members of Nations, fo far as it is true; Thoſe 
Laws, thoſe Officers that are, though not ordain'd by Chrift, yer 
not contradictory to his Ordination, but neceſſary, according to 
Rules of Right Reaſon, to the Eſtabliſhing Trae Religion, as Na- 
tional, muſt be ſubmitted to alto, upon the account, and for the ſake 
of that True Religion, as National : But if National Religion wan- 
der from Tr«th, that Fundamental Liberty efiabliſh'd by Ecrip- 
ture, and Laws of Nature, muſt be always preſerv'c, that I before 
alſerted, as giving Right to retire from all Societies not united in 
Trwh, according to the Degrees of their defeftion from it, 


But for the further juſtifying National True Religion, 1 will in 
the next place obſerve from Scripture the Utes, and great Ends of 
Churches, and tce how far National Religion may be accommo- 
dared to them, 

For Churches are not therefore appointed, that men may Arhi- 
trarily, and Fancifully chuſe, which, or what ſort they will be of: 
but that the true Rextons and Purpoſes of them _may be obſerved 
and complied with ; and they are theſe Three, 

1, That there may be a Generation of men in the world, in the 
ſame Faith and Worſhip of God in Jeſus Chriſt, according to the 
Scripture, however diipers'd, at whatever diſtance ſoever remote, 
yet united in the ſame Do&trine, Prayer, Preaching, Praifing God 
in the Sacraments, and if opportunity allows and invites it, in the 
tame atual Worſhip, and at all times cloſely compaRted in a virtual 
and myſtical Communion with one another, the fame ſpirit running 
through all, uniting all to Chriſt, and God, and one with another, 
z2yned in the ſame love, and ſympathy of joy in the profperity, 

and 
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and of ſorrow in the afflitions and ſufferings one of another? 
and with all readine(s in yielding the fruits of mutual Charity, 
Mercy and Compaſſion from one end of the earth to the other, e- 
very true Chriſtian being the compallionatc Samaritan to every 0: 
ther Chriſtian, and not Fewiſbly diſtinguiſhing his mercy to his 
own Se&, Party, or Church ; and in cales of corruption and de- 
fetion from the Laws, and Word of Chriſt, there is to Chriſti- 
ans, a mutual power of remonſtrating againſt thole corr uptions, 
and that defeQtion, by arguing, expoltulating, cenluring the evil 
of them; yea, and Authoritative denouncing the Judgment of 
God and Chriſt upon them; for that Charter of Chriſts, to the 
true Preachers of the Golpel, to the true Churches, ſtands good as 
to Ages, foto all parts of the trne Church, Whoſe ſins ye remit, 
are remitted, &c. wiz. by (olemn Declarations out of, and accord- 
ing to the Laws of Chriſt, even to the utmoſt diſtance, wherein 
any rational poſſibility of extending ſuch Remonſtrances and De- 
clarations, with ſucceis and effe&t, can be found : there is not on- 
ly power, but an incumbent duty to do ir. 

This Union now is of uncontroulable Divine Right. Thus much 
of National R-ligion, a National Churca can by no means be de- 
nied to a Chriſtian Nation, ſeeing to be thus of the Church, is ab- 
ſolutely neceflary to ſalvation: Every man that ſhall be ſaved, 
being certainly added to this Church, the entrances into which, in 
deed, and intruth, arc by the {aving Graces of the Spirit of Gol), 
and inthe judgment of Charity, by a ſcrious profeſſion: And this 
is that Catholick, {hurch that con'preherds all leſſer Unions , but 
excludes, or dbnies none, much lefs can be excluded by any. As 
therefore every one muſt he of the Church Catholick,, and Nations 
ought to be: Chriſtian Nations, and prote& that profcſion : So 
this very Catbolick, Church in every Nation, where ig is truly found, 
carries with it the name of a Church; and as a Nation is by it ſelf, 
and. its own Civil Union, denominated a Nation ; fo the union of 
Chriſtians muſt be the Church in that Nation; for it is the Catho- 
lick Church in its univerſal diffuſion, running through this, or that 
particular Nation, and all the vertues and duties of the Catholick 
Church ought to be exerciſed in itz and if any one denies this, he 
denies the -Catholick Church of greater moment than any parti- 
cular Church can be, 

2. All the cloſeſt and moſt conſtant exerciſes of Chriſtian Religi- 


on, that Chriſtians are to exerciſe one with another, that cannot 
be 
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be exerciſed bit in Society ; of this kind, are all parts of the publick 
worſhip of God, Prayer, Preaching, Sacraments, which are in- 
deed, or ought to be the {ame for nature throughout the whole 
Chriſtian Church, but muſt be aQually perform'd in particular $0. 
cieties: Now thele Churches may be _—_y erected, and conſti. 
, 


tuted by agreement, but they are alſo founded, and even grow out 
of the very nature of the thing : for the clole Neighbourhood of 
Chriſtians one with another, they having continual knowledg of, 
and acquaintance one with another, and thereby daily opportuni-. 
ties of agreeing in that publick worſhip of God, and their com- 
mon profeſſion, all theſe ingage, and alſo incline them to unite, 
whether in greater Families, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Churches in 
the Families of Chriſtians, or in Villages, or in greater Congre. 
gations of Cities, one or more ; till the obligation is unavoida. 
ble : The neceſſity of Duty that lyes upon Chriſtians to perform 
theſe As of Worſhip in Society, and the Law that is upon all 
Society (and Societies muſt needs grow out of this frequent con» 
verſation) to dedicate it ſelf to God, make it abſolutely neceſſary, 
that from the 'neighbourhood of Chriſtians ſhould ariſe particular . 
Churches, 

And who then can deny, but that there may be an Union , and 
further, that there ought to be an Union of a Nation, agreeing 
with it (elf, as in the ſame Government, Laws, National Conftity- 
tions, and commerce in a more frequent and free converſation one 
with another; ſo in Religion, when the parts of it profeſs the 
{ame true Religion, and deſire to worſhip God in the moſt pub. 
lique way they can ? or who can deny, that a Nation may pive 
name to a Church, ſeeing the very Cities give name to Churc 
where there was a number of Chriſtians, a&ing together according 
to the Laws of Chrift, given to his Church ? ; 

The obligation to true R.ligion, to publique Religion, is unde- 

niable. The opportunity of agreement .is the ſame, and may be 
tran {ated in the ſame mannner all ather National agreements 
arcs. 
And v. hat is a Church but a Society agreeing in all As of true 
Religion, according to the jLaws allowed by Chriſt, having no 0- 
ther Form but that of the Catholick Church, diſtinguiſhed by the 
particuiar Socieries or places where they reſide. 

I acknowleds Two things are neceffary to particular, by the na- 


ture of particular Societies, and the places where they reſided 
Churches. 
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Churches.1. Conſciouſneſs, or mutual knowledg of perſons and their 
worſhip. 2. Conſent. This our Saviour teaches in that expreſ- 
ſion, it Two of you ſhall agree, Mat. 18, and indeed not only in par- 
ticular Churches, but even in the Catholick Church it ſelf theſe 
things have their reſemblance, but with this difference ; 1 the 
Catholick, Church the Divine Spirit running through all, knows 
them all that truly bclong to it, and every one of them, one for 
another ; and by their true Faith they all are united in cloſeſt 
conſent, in all things neceſſary to ſalvation, one with another, 
which Faith is kept from failing by the ſame ſpirit in them all that 
are truly of it. 

But becauſe there muſt be yet a more particular underſtanding, 
that Chriſtians have one with another, that they may joyn in the 
{:me Religious Ats, and mutually aſſiſt one another in them ; 
therefore the union of the Catholick Church upon Earth, though it 
be the greateſt, the moſt Religious Society , the moſt ſtrongly 
banded and cem:nted 1 yet is not ſufficient, becauſe there is not 
that conſciouſneſs, or mutual knowledge of, and confent in one ano- 
thers Faith and Worſhip in diſtant parts of the World, that is ne» 
ceſſary to the Glorifying God and Chriſt in particular Churches : 
This is one great reaton too why the Church-Triumphant, though 
inſeparably united with the Church-Militant , and every part of 
it, though more acceptable and prevalent in all its Adorations z 
yet cannot be communicated with aQtually, and explicitly ; we 
may not follicic fuch a communion with it here on Earth, becauſe 
we are not conſcious or knowing of any ſuch particularities in 
their State, or Aftion, as ſhould ground it 3 nor are we afſur'd, 
that they are conſcious of any of our particularities : «Abraham, 
the Prophets and Apoſtles are, for ought we know, wholly ignorant 
who we are, when we pray, or are exercis'd Religiouſly ; There 
is a thick and dark Vail drawn betwixt the Church in Heaven and 
Earth, as to ſuch particular Communion ; Te Father, the Son, the 
Holy Spirit are only certainly and particularly known to us in that 
Higher Region 3 of them we are only afſfur'd, They know us, and 
all our attions. . 

To aſcribe the Honour to any other of the Inviſible (hurch, is 
- Idolize them, as well as to thruſt into things we have not ſeen or 

nown., 

Thus freely I acknowledg , the cloſeneſs and eafineſs of Society, 
-of mutual underſtanding, and conſent with one another, is the 

H Founda- 
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Foundation of particular Churches : Thoſe Duties of mutual Ex- 
hortation, Aſſiſtances, Counſels, and when it is neceſſary, Reproof 
one of another, beſides the conſtant meeting in publick worſhip z 
That neceſſary ſeverity of diſowning in caſes of great, or incorri- 
gible offence, ſuch perſons as walk in praQtifes contrary to the 
Rules of Chriſtianity z not being poſſible, but in the neareſt con- 
junAion one with another , that the State of mankind allows at 
the ſame time to be, as publick too as it may be: Theduties of 
Paſtors and Teachers towards the people, and of them towards 
thoſe that are ſo over thews in the Lord, which conſiſt in watchng 
for their ſouls, as thoſe that muſt give an account for them ;, and 
thoſe ſouls therefore yiclding obedicnce to thole Rules of the 
Word of God, the Acminiſtring of which is tid a R pling. 

All theſe require a particular preſence one with another ;z and 
in ſuch a proportion of number one to another, that the princi- 
pal. Duties may not be defeated by the over-number , but that 
the ſervices of all, one to another, may extend to all, may com- 
prehend all, may continually paſs, and re-pals between all, and in 
which all may continually demonſtrate their conſent and agree- 
nent; 

But yet all theſe things cannot be in bar of a National Reli- 
gion, ſeeing that a Nation, as I have already faid, hath, and un- 
deniably muſt have a National Union ,, and if True Religion be 
fixed there, and carried along with that Union, it may well 
be call'd a National Religion at leaſt, and without any injury 
a National Church ; the Agreement in the one carrying alfo 
an Apreement in the other, makes it ſo. And as in ſuch 
a. National Union, though the ſtandard of all things, as of 
the whole ſtate of Law, Judicature, Trade, Buſineſs, Military- 
ſtrength of a Nation, be preſerv'd in Capital Cities and Courts, 
yet by the care of Government they are all in due proportions 
diſtriduted, as the Blood in the veins by fit Channels to every 
particular, as it were in circuit z, ſo the publick agreement in Reli- 
gion ſettles. the Religious Intereſt of a Nation-more eminently in 
thoſe things that do maſt repreſent the conſent of the whole in 
it 3 yet with due care of every part, and member of the Nation, 
to bring it home particularly to them, and making the mutual 
entercourſe in it free and open to all perſons, in all places where 
they have occaſion to paſs up and down, and maintain an enter- 
courle-one with another , that wherever they are, or have occa- 
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fion to be, they may enjoy the Freedom of publick Worſhip and 
National Religion, to which at all times they give a knowing, 
and even conſcious Vote that agree in it , the Aſſemblies being 
as it were in view , under a ſufficiency of AZaſters of the Aj 
ſemblies of the Nation together z, and as National Union does not 
ſwallow up lefſer, or even Family Union; no more does a National 
any leſſer Church or Religious Society, except by mens own fault : 
And wherever men thus united come in the Nation, they gladly lay 
hold of the opportunity of joyning with any other particular Aſſem- 
bly to which ſameneſs of language and manners, give themaready ad- 
miſſion beſides particular knowledge;and th4i National Religion can- 
not be ſo veryparticular as congregational,is no more realon to deny 
National,and reſt wholly in Congregativnal,than it is to Ceny Con- 
gregational and reſt in Family Religion, or to deny Family and rcft 
in Perſonal Religion, becaule theſe are cach cloter then other, 

3. A third end of Churches comes to be conſidered, that more 
particularly enforces National Religion, and juſtifies its Nationality, 
viz, That there may be a more illuſtrious, famous, and remarkable 
offer of Religion to notice and obſervation, for the drawing in, and 
congregating others to it. Thus a Church is a Pillar and Ground, 
or Seat of Truth, and a magnificent Houſe of the Living God: And 
what more advantageous to this end, thana Nation united in the 
True Religion, which we know hath greatly the odds of particular 
Congregations, in this Illuſtriouſnels and Magnificence ? nor does 
this run out yet to the building the Babel of Rome, that would mount 
up as a Tower to Heaven, or as too ambitious Pyramids, that are 
often rebuked with Lightning from Heaven, for coming too near it ; 
ſeeing, as | have belore ſhown, ſuch an Univerſzlity enforced is de- - 
ſtruQive ro all the ends of publick Religion, Humane Society being 
{o bounded by Nations, though all the Treaties of Nations of the 
{ame Truc Religion, may be managed to give it the honour due to 
it, that can be procurated in ſuch Treaties, 

So much then as National exceeds, and extends it {elf beyond a» 
ny narrower compals, and yet rejoyns it felf to and with it {clf, af- 
ter the manner of particular Congregations fo much does it par- 
take of the magnificencies of Scripture concerning the publicknels 
of Chriſtian Religion and the Catho'icx Church, and yet returns 
into the cloſeneſs of particular Churches with themſelves, and is the 
juſt point betwixt the Tyranny , ———_— and endleinels of Po- 
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Univerſality, and putting Chriſtianity wnder a Bed or Buſhel. 
op Arr yr and National Union in it, is as 4 hwy 
upon an Hill, that cannot be hid ;, as a candle ſet upon fo exalted 
a candleftick, that gives light to all within it ſelf, and abour it, 
even as far as the Fame of that Nation reaches. 

The /burches, much more, as riſing up into a National State, are 
the Glory of Chriſt : As therefore, though we may be in ſome re- 
gard more exat in the moſt private, we go out of our Perſonal 
Religion into Family Reli ion, out of our Family Religion into 
Congregational,and as the Chriſtians at firſt (moſt probably) accord- 
ing to the Laws of Humane Society, went out of Congregations, 
into Conſociation of Churches in Religion z ſo we out of all theſe 
whereNational Union in true Religion allows it go into that Nation- 
al State,that we may build the honour of Religion to the higheſt,in 
ſo ſenſible and underftanding a Conlent and Union in it, fo publick 
an acknowledgment of God, and though hereby it be as a Net 
that draws in bad 4s well as good, even viſibly and apparently 
yet when we conſider the poſſible care againſt it in particular 
Congregations, though ſtill National, when we further conſider 
the ſtate of the Fewiſh Church, of Corinth, the Rate of the A- 
pocalyptick, Churches, the doubt will not be lo cogent, as to move 
National Religion out of the Nature of things. 

The only remaining Doubt is, that thus National Magiſtracy 
becomes as the Head of ſuch a Religion, the N:tional R-ligion is 
gathered and united in the Magiſtrate and his Laws, and that 
which ſhould only be united in, and depend upon the Laws of 
Chriſt, becomes ſubje& to another Head ; on pretence of which 
Magiſtrates have becn attempted on too with {urce to bring their 
power to true Religion, 

The Anſwer | give to this ſhall be very brief, in three Heads, 


1. Ialways own any pretence taken from exalting Chrs/# and 
his Kingdow , to enforce Civil Powers, to ratific trueſt Religion 
into National Conſtitutions and Laws, is mo't deſtruRtive of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt which is not of this world, thatis, to uſe force 
for its own promotion; and utterly ſubverts Government, ſeeing 
private perſons may under this ſhelter and Giſpuiſe, rife up, and 
invade , and diſturb any Civil State or Government whatever : 
When Religion is our Birthright by our Laws, it may be by the 
fame Laws defended ; when it is not Prayers and Divine Reaſons 
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are the only way of introducing it into Nations : Beyond this is 
nothing but Popiſh, Antichriſtian Ambitien, or wild and curſed 
Enthufiaſm,with all their ſalvage effe&s. 


2. Where there is National Religion, even the National Autho. 
rity is firſt Chriſtianiz'd ; fo that there is no Headſhip, no Foun- 
dation, but Chriſt and his Laws taking place upon a National State 
in profeſſion of him, 1t the Chriſtianity then be removed by falf- 
hood taking place inſtead of Truth, the Nationalnefs ſtays; but 
the Religion,the Candleſtick i removed, the Church is departed from 
it, and retires where it may be enjoyed in its own Truth, The 
form of the Church is the very ſame with that of the Catholick 
Church and Congregations: As it is National, the Head{hip, Or- 
ganization, is no other than National, but no more than the City 
of Corinth, or other Cities or Regions, made a Church of {orinch, 
or thoſe other Churches ; no more do National Laws or Magiſtracy 
make the National Religion. Chriſtianity , if received , ſettles 
there ; if not received, or afterwards expulſed, leaves Laws, Magi- 
ſtracy, Cities, to themſelves, and fo it deals with Churches, or 
Forms of them , of what kind ſoever. 


3- All Union in True Religion is free, rational, voluntary, 
It owns no compulſion of Laws or Magiſtracy, except in things 
morally good or evil ;, fo that in this only is the difference from 
National Agreement in other things, that of Religion is voluntary, 
and by confent. Princes and Governors may be nurſarg Fathers 
and Mothers, by honorary Rewards and Encouragements they 
may give all freedom to the true Worſhip of God, and prote& it 
by Laws; they may fcnce it in with the (tri obſervation of all 
moral obſervances ; they may offer, and take care for the per- 
lwaſions of ' eligion to be addreſſed to all their Subjets. Many 
luch demonſtrations of their Love to true Religion are allowed by 
God, but deſpotically to command, or compel, is not of the na- 
ture of True Chriftian, though National Rehgion, Chriſts King- 
dom not being of this world, refutes even the Magiſtrates Sword, 
much more that of private force, for the propagation of its moſt 
proper Intereſts. Our Saviours Religion hares all things of violence 
and cruelty, it ts not of its Spirit, be does all by inftruments of his 


own, And if Nations have made their Religion, yea the Religion 
of Chriſt, an eſſential of their Government ;, yet if it be not ac- 
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. cording to the rule of Chriſt, Obedience to, and the good opinio- 
of that Governmentzis a lower and lefſer Intereſt than Truth and O 
bedience to Chriſt ; Chriſt never intended Chriſtianity for a Politick 
Engine or Expedient;yet for the conſervation of Government,in its 
fullRights,there is not a more concernful point of ChriſtianReligion, 
than the whole DoQrine of Patient Suffering with its realonable- 
nets; though it is unhappy for thoſe Rulers, that put Chriſtians 
upon the exerciſe of it, unhappy is that Power, that is ſealed 
to with eIlartyrs Sufferings : Yet every man owes to God a 
ftrift account , why he is not of the National Religion 5 what 
realons counterballance to him the great reaſons given for 
National Religion, and therein ſhall receive his Sentence from 
Chriſt. 1f any, upon juſt reaſons , deſert a Congregation, though 
but of two or three {as I have at large fet out ) is a little 
Santtaary relerved to them by Chriſt, with a faithful promiſe of 
his preſence , where it cannot be enjoyed in greater 3 which are 
elic, though with ſome diſadvantages in all other regards, to be 
preferred for their publicknefs, and not without great realons to 
be refrained from, or deſerted. If the Reafonsare not of weight, 
they ſtand at the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, who are guilty of a 
Schiſm againſt the Laws of Chriſtianity, the Laws of Natural Re- 
ligion, the Laws of Humane Society, and that according to the 
malignancy of it. 


To Eraw this Diſcourſe now to a Concluſion, let me ſubjoyn 
ſome Rules by way of Inference, of certain good eff<&, to the 
management of fo great an Intereſt, as I have reprelented National 
Religion, 


Rule 1. That the Religion offered for National, ſhould in the 
ſubſtantials of it bz all of clear, and undoubted evidence from 
the Word of God, and ſound reaſon from it ; and in indilierents, 
or neceſſarily adhering circumſtances prepared by to publick a 
Spirit, as to projcR leaſt of doubt and ticruple 4, that as Articles 
of Faith ſhould be fo fram'd , as to beget no dividing Contro- 
verſie, but leave room to the particular Judgments of Men, where 
points abfolutely neceſſary are ſecured 5 to all things of ex- 
ternal mode or form, ſhould be fo frecly and generouſly delign'd, 
that every mans particular apprehenſion may be moſt at liberty, 


without which the probabilitics of the National Religion are ſure 
pri>'d, Rule 
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Rule 2: That in Circumſtantials of Religion, what is prepared 
and ſetled, fo that it cannot be alter*'d by any private diſpoſe, nor 
allowed to any private choice, without ſcandal to the publick z E- 
very man ſhould conſider his Liberty of Conſcience on one ſide, as 
on the other, to preſerve himſelf from ſcruple, as in the eLpoſtles 
inſtance of eating, There is libcrty on one fide to eat all things, 
but this does not determine to a neceſſity of eating 3 that were nor 
liberty : If therefore there be a good reaſon, an expegiency not 70 
eat, the liberty is more conſerv'd in ot eating than in eating : $9 
it- is in the ule, or not uſe of all indifferent things. Where 
then (as to the cafe we are now upon) the advantages for publique 
Religion incline this way, or that way, to the ule, or not uſe of 
Indifferent Things, 1t is our greateſt liberty, to more our ſelves 
that way, and not to be deterr'd with the {uſpition of the lols of 
itby fo Joing, 

his ſeems to be the Prophet Zachariahs relolution, concerning 
the Feffs,wherein thoſe that would have them laid down,and others 
would keep them till a foot differ*d. He firſt ſhews them of no value 
with God,rhen bids them love the Truth and Peace, Zach. 8.10. For 
though outward Forms, Uniformity, or Variety in them, are of 
no account in themſelves with God, but either way in the Unifor- 
mity, or the Variety 5 They that ſerve God in ſpirit and truth, 
are accepted of him yet the angry difſents and Cilagreements 
that dif- joyn the minds of men, and ditable the Union of Divine 
Worſhip, is like the covering the Altar with tears of complaint, and 
makes the offering unacceptable. That there may be the Unity God 
is delighted in, without Uniformity, is plain by the Harmony of 
the Evangeliſts, in their Hiſtory of our Saviour, where there is 
perfe&t Unity, yet without Uniformity z it is plain too by a con- 
lideration of Gods ſmelling 4 ſavour of reſt in the ſervices of the 
Church Univerſal, where there is great Variety, yet Unity, But 
the contentions and quarrels that often arite about theſe things, are 
the great cauſes of Gods diſpleaſure 5 what may moſt cure them, is 
then moſt to be defired and chofen ; but what that is, I will not be 
lo bold as to preſcribe, whether a ſtri& Conformity, upon Reaſons 
in Governm-.nt, beſt underſtood by Governours themſelves, or a 
compaſſionate Indulgence moſt acceptable to Chriſtianity, 


Rule 3. They that without the violation of the true and fub+» 


ſtantial Rules of Religion, can moſt fee, and uſe their — in 
theic 
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theſe things, and thereby become inſtruments of the greateſt puh- 
lique good, are moſt acceptable to God : They that do not Tyrhe 
the Mint, and Cummin of Indifferent Things in National Religion, 
and Worſhip,with great noiſe and zeal (for that is the greateſt inju. 
ry can be done to it), but take them ſo far as they are inſttuments 
of Peace, and uſe them in their own Indifferency , for the greateſt 
ſervice to the publique 3; They that inliſting with any ſtreis. upon 
main things only, are moſt earneſt in rurning many to righteouſneſs 
Theſe are they that ſhall ſhine as Stars in the Nations Firmament, 
if not now, aſluredly in Eternity. 

They that take advantage of the National profeſſion, to call ſin- 
ners to repentance, caule greater joy in Heaven than thy that only 
think to ſecure themſelves with the purer Societies ; Sure in this 
caſe God chooſes mercy in ſeeking and ſaving them that are loſt, ra- 
ther than ſacrificing alone by our felves, without regard to tuch: 
Chriſt choſe rather to converſe with Publicans and Sinxzers, than 
what look'« like purer Society, becauſe he came to call net the righ- 
teors, but ſinners to repentance. For the caſe was much different 
between the ſcandalow of the Fewiſh National Church , with 
which our Saviour converſed,and fo of every National Church from 
the Charches gathercd newly from among the Heathen, of whom 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, though even among them we read of no Scpa- 
ration trom Religious Duties, but only from private converſe as. 
mong thoſe that were ſcandalous, till they were as publickly diſ- 
owned, as they ought to be by Church Cenſures. 

But on thc other ſide, they are leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and the National Relzgion, whether Rulers or Pcople, that diſpirit 
Religion by an immoderate heat for meer Forms; that are {0 warm- 
ly concern'd for Indifferencies, to give reaſon to ſulpeR they are 
a principal part in their eſteem of their own, or the National Re- 
ligion : Whereas fuch things, fo far as they may be any way 
contributary to good, are beſt obſerved with greateſt filence and 
lezſt cry ; bring rather to be firſt ſo far prepared to acceptance and 
uſe, that there may be no noiſe of Axes, Hammers or Took of 
force or compulſion about them. 


Rule 4 In all Religious Duties, and the management or admi- 
riltra:ion of them, there are different excellencies, like the Pſalms 
of Degrees , or thole parts of a Pſalm honoured with the Notes 
of Elevation : There will, and may be different Keys of AﬀeCtion, 

according 
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atcording to the differing hands playing upon us. The Peaple hung 
pon Chriſt to hear the Word of Ged, for he taught them with Autho- 
rity, and not as the Seribes 5, yet they were bound by Chriſt to hear 
the Seribes, Even thus in the National Conſtitutions and Admini- 
ſtrations,we may undoubtedly more warmly adhere to, and purſue 
the things that are wore excellent,and with a lighter touch paſs over 
things of leſs moment, though in all we mind the glory of God, 
and the peace of National Religion:For Union in National Religion, 
muſt be primarily and chiefly in things truly called Religion, and 
in leſſer things with a regard to peace only. David was otherwile 
affeted in praiſe, than in ſacrificing « Bullock with Horns and Hoofs, 
ſeeing as he lays, t pleaſed God more; yet in the fear of God he did 
both. The Apoſtle was otherwiſe affe&ed in tae Preaching of Chriſt, 
than when he became «4s a Few to the Fews; yet he did the latter 
Religiouſly too: The higher and cloler the Miniſtry of Divine Truth 
and Service is, the greater and cloſer the adherence of the Soul 
ought to bee : Some things we ought to do with our might, and only 
not to leave others nndone. ps. 

Rule 5. We ought to have a ſteady, and certain Gage within 
our ſelves, of what oxr Lord hath provided for the preſerving the 
truth of Religion to us, and what care he hath taken fo far, as is 
poſhible,with the conſervation of that Truth to give us all advantage 
for publickneſs in Religion. ) 

As to the truth of Religion, theſe three proviſions will ſecure it. 

1.That no man is ſo much bound to any Church,Communion, Na- 
tion, or Government, as to the true Religion, which'is the firſt, 
and abſolute neceſſary ; nor ſhall his withdrawing from any of them 
in things impure and offenſive to God , be charged upon 
him as fin or Schiſm : All the putting out of Synagogues, caſting out 
Names, or Excommunications, (ignific not any thing where God and 
Chriſt are in communion ; and where thoſe on whom they fall are of 
the general Aſſembly, and (hurch of the Firſt-born, of that truly Ca- 
tholick, Church which is the only neceſſary Church to be of, that we 
may be ſaved, 

2. The privateſt Aſſemblies, yea even ſingle Souls, fo retiring 
that they may worſhip God according to his word, have the pro» 
miſe that God and Chriſt will make their abode with them, come and 
ſup with them and they with him, and they ſhall be written in the writing 
of Gods people : The Catholick Church is always provided for them, 
that they may not be out of the beſt Society under Heayen, The 

| Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle encouraged the Hebrew Chriſtians that _ think them 


ſelves divided ſrom the Fews that had been the only Church of God, 
by aſſuring them the Goſpel brought them into a greater Church 
than that, viz. the General Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt-born 
writtenin Heaven, Thu honour have all the Saints of Chriſt. 

3. All the evils that can be endured upon account of Chriſt and o. 
bedience to him,will be abundantly recompenced by the ſaving of the 
foul, and that better and truer life. That Argument of our Savi- 
our, He that loſes his life ſaves it, and he that ſaves it loſesit : And 
what ſhall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and loſes his own 
ſoul? or what ſhall he give in exchange for his ſoul ? ſtands always 
impregnable, that a man ſhonld buy the truth, and not ſell it at any rate 
whatever, Thus for the Truth of Religion. 

2. As to the Publickneſs of Religion, there are theſe great ad- 
vantages for it. 

- 1. That Chriſtian Religion profeſſcs Love, endeavour of Good, 
and Salvation to all men, to every Creature, and hath antiquated all 
that Judaiſm, that negleRts any for their profit to Salvation, though 
but Gentiles, 

2. That a man may join his Religious Services to any thing 
truly” good in Natural or Revealed Religion, whether of 
Families, Neighbourhoods, Cities, Nations, or of voluntary 
Societies, ſtopping there, and keeping himlelt free from other 
m<ns fins, fo that the evil that other men adjoin to any thing true 
and good in Religion, being proteſted againit, and divided from, 
does not corrupt what is good] or true, but it may be enjoyed in the 
moſt publick way, while we have nothing to do with che evil, nor 
tind it fo mixt with the good, «as to admit of no ſeparation, And 
what is wanting in the publick worſhip of that which Chriſt hath 
ordained and commanded, does not necethtate the total departure 
from that publick Worſhip, when the very Inſtitutionis not chang'd 
by that want; for the true Chriſtian may make up that want- in 
privater Duties : Thns they that feared the Lord, ſpake often to 
0114 anther, without ſeparation from the Church. 

3- There is a free uſe granted by Chriſt of all things indifferent, 
or a freedom on each ſides ro do, or not todo, where no moral evil 
adhercs, or diſobedience to ſome expreſs Command of Chriſts. at- 
tends either part. If then Religion be not drawn out of thole ge- 
ceſſary things wherein Divine Wildom, Goodnets and Truth have 
plac'd it, and Tr:ditions thereupon become Do&trines, which con- 


ſtntly carries al«ng a rejelling the Commands of God, or a lower 
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eſteem of them for thoſe Traditions ſake if there be no moral evil» 
or indecency nor that a too great cumber be drawn upon Religi. 
ous Ads, every thing is by the Laws of Chrift left to its own indif- 
ferency, as Reaſon invites, or perſwades on either fide to the do- 
ing, or not doing. All which ſets men free from a Fewiſh yoke in 
theſe caſes, and 1s the true Chriſtian Liberty, Eating or not eating, 
keeping 4 day, or not keeping it, Buying in a market, and going to 4 
feaſt, without asking any queſtion for Conſcience fake, without fear 
of the danger of moral detilement in thoſe things that other mens 
ſins defile only to themſelves,if we keep our (elves pure, are plainly 
the Liberty Chriſt hath publiſhed to us 3 every (reature of God #4 
pure, and not tobe rejetted, but received with thankggiving ; no (in 
of*man can pollute it to any, but himſelf, And this confideration 
may ſtate to us the whole matter, that relates to order and decency. 

That order which God hath eſtabliſht in nature it ſelf char ivaynuo- 
ve and Td, which are written with a Sun-beam upon things 
themſelves, are out of all difpute. God is the Author of them, 
and not of the contrary, confuſion or indecency. 

That order which is the prudential contrivance of men, though 
not the {ame in all places, times, and to all perſons (as the former) 
yet ought to be chearfully complied with, as what is neceſſary to 
a National union in, and adminiftration of publick Religion, both 
as - Officers and Things , ſecing nothing can be ſetled without 
order. 

Accordingly we find the wiſe and pious Governours among the 
Zews taking care and the people ſubmitting to ſuch Ordinations, 
and all under Divine Approbation. 

The Order that is meerly of Humane poſition, and arbitra- 
tion, moves the greateſt doubt, ſtanding in things that have on- 
ly the thin pretexts of Antiquity to give thcm ſome venerable- 
nels, or that they are uſages already in being, or that they add 
the Imaginary decency, that Ceremonies ſet out Humane ations 
with. Now as to this they that have the power of impoſing, are 
equally to weigh the value of Religion it felf, and what that may 
ſuffer for the ſake of this order, and a great account lyes upon them 
before God 4 but for thoſe that are under ſubjeAion, I add further, 

As to this ſort of order, | can only fay this , that ſup- 
poling it no way turn'd into Dottrine (as the Phariſees not eating 
with wnwaſhen hands ) but declar'd againft as ſuch, the conſequences 
of obſerving, or not obſerving, are to be ballanc'd, and fo the pra- 


v2 iſe 


C 60 ] 
Qtiſe of every conſcientious man to be determined, 
= On one ſide ſtands the freedom of uſing this order, as an advan- 
tage to do good, the conſideration of the peace of Nations, the 
National defence made more; unite againſt falſe Religion at the 
price of Conformity to thoſe more Arbitrary Impoſitions. 

On the other ſide ſtands a juſt fear for the purity of Religion be. 
ing either obſcured, or the freedom of it incumbered ; or for the 
reputation of Religion, which often ſuffers by thoſe unneceſſary 
adherencies , as if they entered into the nature of Religion it 
ſelf. 

I muſt yet allow the preference, in my own judgment, to that 
ſide by which National Religion is moſt ſerved; but with the full 
perſwaſion, that God receives both, if over-bitter zeal on eitHfer 
ſide be not offenſive to him 3 and with the conceſſion, that National 
Religion were more happy, if more free z, but if love adjuſt to 
each their due allowance, the ſervices of both will be found with 

reat acceptance in the common National Religion, as I doubt not 
their hands would be in the defence of it againſt the Invaſion of a 
IWational falſe Religion. 

But if any be over-rigid, or fevere on either part, they may re- 
ceive the full rewards of their own ſociety, or party , but they 
leſſen the higher recompences of doing the moſt publique good. The 
rieſt Laws, either this way or that way, in theſe things, are of 
mens own making, and exaRing, ſo from them only they have their 
reward, who are zealous beyond their own knowlede, and the good- 
neſs of the matter. 

From all that hath now been ſaid under this Rule, I colleR, 


1. That they that cannot agree to the publickly encouraged 
conſtitution of a Nation, ſhould yet point their worſhip, as much 
as they can towards it : They ſhould comply with all that is good 
in it, 1o far as they can be recievec, without launchivg beyond their 
judgments. 

Thus Chriſtianity was made as publique in all places, by the Apo- 
Ales,. as they could, by adjoyning it to any principle of Truth, or 
0 the natural tenſe of Religion, they found any where St. Paul 
gave folemn thanks to God in the midft of all. that failed with him, 
though a bad ſort of men. Thus he Preached the true God and 
Chriſt at ArLevs upon their Inſcription, Tothe unknown God, upon 
the Fundamentals of National Theology, upon the wile ſaying of a 
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Poet of their own, He thought it beſt to acknowledg all that was 
' g00d in the moſt faulty ſtate of Religion, as an advantage to con» 
vince what was bad, and diſagreeing to that good,and gaining men 
to unite with that whole element of Truth and Goodnels, with 
which any ſparks kindled in them already were fo cloſely allied, as 
to gain them to the whole. 

ow much nearer then, and cloſer may Chriſtians, and of the 

Reformed Chriſtianity, fall in one with another, if we valued what 
we agree in at a higher rate, as certainly we ought to do, then what 
we differ about ? | 

2. The way to make National Religion moſt National, is by com- 

rehending all the differences, that can be reconcil'd with true Re- 
gion 3 while they that diſſent in ſome things receive-one another 
with a good, peaceable, holy, and publick temper of mind ;, as the 
great Argument and Inducement of which, we ſhould all pray for 
the acceptance of the holy ſervices of al, that call on the Name of 
the Lord Feſws Chriſt, (as the Apoſtle diſtinguiſhes Chriſtians, but 
immediately unites them again) both theirs and ours : They and we 
whatever ſmaller diſtinions make the (they) and the (we) are both 
one in our Lord Feſwa Chriſt, We ought therefore to pray for the 
common benefit of all fo united, though not bound up in the ſame 
form with us, for a gracious audience, and reception of their and 
our Worſhip of God, that ſo the Spirit of Love and Union in the 
main, may convey all our ſervices into oze before God, where indeed 
(if they are as he requires) they meet ſtripp'd of all their outward 
Circumſtanaes., Form , and Ceremony z Faith, and Obedience, 
being alone able to mount thither with them: And ſervices {o 
raiſed can by no means be ſpar*d for {mall differences in a National 
Religious Intereſt ; for the Angels of all ſuch, bebold the Face of our 
Father in Heaven. 

If Darins, though a Heathen Prince, had ſuch a ſenſe of the vir- 
tue of that true Religion he was not of, as ro engage thole of to 
great difference from him in their ſenſe of God, to pray for the peace 
of the K ing, ani! his Sons 3 how much more ſhould we, who are all 
of the tame true Faith and Worſhjp, and know the Force and Energy 
of it, by great afts of Favour to one another, in thole things where- 
in we cannot be wholly one, yet all joynsn praying for the acceptance 
of one anethers ſervices,and the ſervices of the whole Nation, whereof 


we arenot only Civil, but &el;g10us Afembers : And if we are truly , 


Religious, ſhall be to accounted with God, yet with the abatement 
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of our ſinful differences and diviſions ? How ſhould we therefore u: 
nite, that we may loſe 'none of the things that we have wrought, but 
may receive a full reward ? 
Rule 6. 1t is the happineſs of our Nation, that if any man truly 
underſtands, conſiders, and pronounces of our National Religion ; 
It ſtands in the Scripture, making wa wiſe to Salvation : In Faith in Feſw 
Chriſt, Repentance, Love of God,Fear of the Divine Mayfy al Alt: of 
Fuſtice, Love, Mercy ,Compaſſion,true oo Preaching the whole Word 
of God, Prayer,uſe of Sacraments,the Lords-day Religious Diſcourſes & 
Conferences, Catechetical Inſiruttions, and Education of Youth in the 
knowledg of Religion ; Reſtraint of Arheiſm, [rreligion, Intemper ance, 
and Senſuality, generally and throughout the Nation : Compulſion of 
the very worſt of men,to acknowledge a Deity and his Worſhipzfor 
what is hypocrifie in them may rrn to the ſalvation of good men. 
Theſe are the things I ſay again, that are truly our National Relj- 
gion; all things pertaining to Order, Decency, outward Form, or 
Mode, are but the Vehicle, the conveyance of that True Religion, if 
the main Ends of which be obtain'd, viz. That theſe Religious As 
are perform'd but with that peace, and freedom from confuſion : 
Confuſion, deſtrutive of all publick ARions ; and with that Ho- 
nourableneſfs, that is agreeable to the ſtate of every Nation, and 
this Nation particularly in the ſimplicity of Religious Worſhip : It 
is enough 3 and whatever on theſe accounts is comma: ded in our 
National Religion , I freely own and acknowledge as recon- 
cilable with theſe CharaRers, forbearing ſuch, who ( though 
agreeing in all main things) upon fincere endeavours to underſtand 
them ſo, cannot acquieſce in them as fo, who deſerve compaſſion. 
Thele things ought to be no Partition-Wall in our National Wor: 
ſhipping of God one with another,nor can they without great rigor 
and cent{oriouſnels very evil in the ſight of God, be ——_ in 
thoſe, who for the ſake of Subſtantial National Religion, the publick- 
neſs and more univerſal benefit of it, wherein they are moſt truly 
zcalous, pay obedience to the Rules of them, 


Rule 7. Let us al! ſtrive, labour , preach, hear, and pray, and 
even ſuffer in the Reformation of our ſelves, and endeavours to 
Reform all others , according ts the moſt excellent Rules of our 
weſt Holy Religion, profeſſed in this Kingdom as our National! Reli- 
gion z, that it may be found to Praiſe, Honour, and Glory, at the ap» 
pearing of Teſua Chriſt, and be thought worthy to ſtand before the Son 


of 


[. 63 ) | 
of Man, at his coming, before whom nothing but the Gold, and 
precious Stones of Subſtantial Truth and Goodneſs can ſtand, all elle 
will be burnt off, as Hay and Chaff by the fire of that Cay, and they 
that have been hot and contentious for them, be ſaved only as by 
Fire, with difficulty and loſs. 

And in the mean time, that our Vzion and Love in the True Re- 
ligion, may be to vs an aſſurance of the Divine Favonr, and pre- 
ſence; of his proteCtion and bleſſing ;, that neither our Candleſtick 
may be removed, nor our Nation, the preſent place of it, be taken 
away , for generally both are removed one with the other, or 
ſoon after one agother, 


R xle. 8. Let no man be diſconraged from the moſt zealous, 
AﬀeRionate joyning himlclf toy, and promoting National Religion, 
becauſe of that veneration due to the Name of The Church and 
Churches, according to the Scripture, Fora Nation united in True 
Chriſtian Religion, differs no. more in the Rrifeſt notion, from a 
Church, than a Body of men united, and conſecrated to God accord- 
ing to the Law of Nature, differs from a Society united, and conſe- 
 crated to God according to an Inſtitution; that is, no more than an 
Inſtitution planted in Nature, differs from an Inſtitution given by 
Revelation. 

For one is the Appointment of God, of old from the very Foun- 
dations of Humane Society, The other after the Fall of Nature, 
and the Inability of it to its end. 

An Inſtitution therefore does not repeal a Natural Law, but 
_— care it ſhould be fulfilPd, and compleatcd in its chiefeſt 
End. 

Iſrasl was a Church to God, being fo devoted to him by his own 
Inſtitution, and it was a Holy Nation, according to the Original Exod. 19. 
Law, bxing &dlevated by the Inſtitution, to its true perfettion, as a / 
Nation, 

The C br:/tians, to whbm the Apoſtle Peter wrote 5; As they were 
a (burch according to the Inſtitution of Chriſt, to they were a Holy 
Nation, as he tiles them, ſucceeding into the place of that whole 
Fewiſh Nation Conlecrated to God by the Law of Nature upon 
Nations; though but firangers ſcattered abroad, yet to ſhow the 7 Pet. 2.1. 
great value God has of a Nation devoted to him, they are ftiled 
A'\Holy Nation : The Inſtitution of the Catholick, Church, as the feat 1 Pet. 2.) 
of the True Religion of Jelus Chriſt, makes a Nation united in that 
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True Religion, both a Church, as that Catholick Churcb hath thereby 
a Reſidence in it 3 and much more than thoſe ſore-mentioned /car- 
ter'd Fews a Holy Nation, as it is Nationally rclign'd up to God 
'in the True Rel:gion, according to the Law of Nature made perfett 
by the Inſtitation. 

Where then a Nation is united in the Truth of Chriſtian Do. 
Arine ; the Purity of Divine Worſhip ; the Holy Rules of Pra- 
iſe; the Catholick Love of all Chriſtians Baptized into the ſame 
Body , made to drink, into that one Spirit ; In Paſtors and Teachers 
Miniftring the ſame Goſpel, the Apoſtles infallibly deliver'd and 
{eal'd with Miracles ( All which are marks of _—_— from falſe 
Churches or Members (of the True Church) falſly to called_): Here 

'is the Catholich, Church in a Nation, according to the Inſtitation , 
and here is the Holy Nation, accordihg to doth the Law of Nature, 
and the Inflitution. 

So again, Where a Nation brings home Religion into the moſt 

particular National Diſtrits,or Diviſions 3 as near as may be accord- 

ing to the 1nftirution' of Chri# for particular Churches : Here is a 

ation of Churches, which, in regard = all conſent in one N atio- 
'nal Union, are without any impropriety ftiled A National Church; 
and every ſuch Society is both a Holy Secsery, according to the Law 
of Nature devoted to God ; and a (hurch-Society, according to the 
Inſtitution direRing, and perfeRing that Law of Nature. 

Now the Inftirution of particular Churches by Chriſt, I under. 
ſtand to be that, where he ſays, If Two or three agree, and are ga- 
ther*d, or enchurch'd in my Name, I will be in the miſt of them, 

Wherein he does not only encourage the ſmalleſt number in caſe 
of Exigency, or Neceſſity, but couches ſome Rules, whereby much 
greater numbers, whether of Chriſtians in Separation from Civil 
Societies, or vnited according to them, are to be formed. 

As firſt in all ſexcepting the Univerſality) that is Eſſential to the 
Catholick Church , which is The Church, of the nature of which 
each particular muſt therefore partake, that ir may be a Church, 
2. In a number proportionable to Edification, in all the Duties and 
Ordinarces of Chriftien Religion. 3+ In the Humility, Modeſty, 
and unetpirmnghncts of Chriſtianity : For hethat inftitured his Chur- 
chrs in fach {mall numbers, and thoſe not forced, but agreeing , 
projeftet! nothit;g by that Inſtitution, for Domination, or Gran- 
vw, 4+ In the fimplicity, and plainnelſs Chriſtian Religion pro- 
ic|[es ; For Churches inſtitmred in {uch a paucity of Members were 
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fever defign'd to be Courts of wongy ans buſineſs, hor capable of 
Subordinating themſelves ſo, as that their Members ſhould be Fa- 
tigu'd with long andtedious Suits and Appeals, removed from one 
part to another (worſe then going to Layy before unbelievers ), as the 
Romiſh Tyranny hath contriv'd. Whereas our Saviours methods 
for Complaint and Admonition in cafe of Scandal ;, for Reconciliation, 
in caſe of Repentance ; or ſeverer Diſcipline, in caſe of obſtinacy ; 
are natural, caſie, and ſpeedy, as is plain to any obſerver, 5. Chri- 
ſtian Churches allowed in Two or Three, ſhews the care of Chriſt, 
that there ſhould be a proportion betwixt the ſtrength and gifts of 
his ordinary Miniſters, ſince the Ceſſation of the Apoſtolick, mea- 
ſures, and their charge and truſt : For our Lord would not by his 
Inſtitution give any Reaſon to 0ſes his complaint, / am net able 
to bear this great people. 

Thus was our Sawoxrs Inſtitution of particular Churches; and 
though it does not lay any abſolute Interdi& upon the Truly pru- 
dential, rhough Additional Conſtitutions, either of Nations, or 
other Humane Societies, proceeding according to the general max- 
ims, upon which Societies ſtrengthen themſelves : yet with this Cau- 
tion, that what is ſo done, may not enact any thing by which the 
main and great Ends of this 1»ftitution ſhould be defeated. Howe- 
yer that the Inftitution ſhould never be pleaded, but ſtand free from 
the Errors men fall too often into, in purſuit of the Maxims fore- 
named z whereby they would aggrandize Society in Religious 
Things, or make it comport with Civil State : But that his Inſti- 
tution ſhouldbe a ſtanding Rule , firſt to avoid them, after to dil- 
cover, and reform them ;, or if they grew extreme, and not to be 
reduced, as in Popery, to warrant a withdrawing from them. 


But to apply all this to our purpoſe, If the main I'nds of the {z- 
tholick, and particular (burches, Inſtituted by our Lord and Saviour, 
are obtain'd 3 There is no Encounter, but a moſt happy Agreement 
between the Nataral Law of National Religion, and the Inſtitution 
of Churches , which, as 1 before aſſerted, are not to be drawn into 
a Deſert, or Wilderneſs, or ſhut up in Cells and Cloyſters, or con- 
fin'd to one point of the World (as the Donariſts would have had 
the True Church), but are to be fix'd in the midſt of the Univerſe, 
of Nations and- Cities, as the very places of the Candleſticks, os 
Charobes (ſrom which in juſt indignation to thoſe places, when un- 
worthy of them, they are 29 ns in the midſt of the Buſineſs, 


Trade, 


xt Cor. 11, 
I9, 


{ 66 
Trade, and ConyerGtion of the World 5 as. is. apparent by the 
urches we read of in the Scriptures. 

Let then True R:ligion (as Chriſtianity contended, and will at 
laſt, in much higher Degrees, overcome) be as wide as the Univerſe; 
Let the Kingdoms of the WIF1d become the King doms of the Lord, and 
bis Chriſt ;, and the Univerſal Church will be as wide Bring it 
into particular Societies, and particular Churches will be as many, 
as numerous as they. 

A Church-State is indeed a State of Separation : the Church» 
Catholick is a Separation from the Univerle, becavſe there are 
Fallen Angels, unholy, and unhappy ;. becauſe there is a multitude 
of mankind in the ſame State. 

But this is only for the ſake of True Religion, .and the Happineſs 
conſequent upon it, that there is ſuch a Separation ; and this the 
very Law of Nature agrees in. 

Thus particular Churches, whenever they are a Separation from 
particular Societies ;, It is for the ſake of True Religion, and its due 
Adminiſtration : Reſtore that, and the Law of Nature, and the [n- 
ſtiturion, become both one. | | 

Then a Nation, and a National Church coaleſce into one: then 
Civil Societies in particular, and particular Churches grow into one 
and God is pleas'd ro dwell in them, and with greater delight, be- 
cauſe all his Inſtitutions Natural and Keveal'd unite in one. 


I have only one Caution to add, That the ſtate of. Things hitherto 
in the world is far from per feion ; that whetherſoevey we look, w: 
can*c find it 3 fo that tobe removirg from one thing to another 
in hop: of it, is perpetnally to give our tclves ro change » except 
Things are no way tollerable, but the very Subſtance, Rulcs 
and Principles are corrupted, and that there are no Arts of Re- 
tirement, and withdrawing from them left ; we ſhould conſider 
how the pious Jews and 1ſraelites, how our Saviour and the Apoſtles, 
how the «nefiled names in Sardis mannag'd themic]ves in the midſt 
of great Corruptions z what retreats from the Evils, and yet joyn- 
ing in all that was good, was viſible in their praiſe, what kind of 
Diviſion the good and approved Corinthians made from the milde- 
meanors of the had, without forſaking the Church, that we may 
imitate their Examples; and continue to do the greateſt ſervice 
to the Charches, or Nations we are members of ; ncither Facing 
our due Relentments of Evil in our place and Ration , nor rend- 
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ing ovr ſelves from that Body we are of: But that All our Things i Cox. Is: 
may be done in Charity. __ 


R wle. 9. In the laft place, let us not think, Nations and other 
Incorporations of mankind ſlide away with this world, and are 
wholly loſt in the future ſtate of Things ; and that only every man 
ſhall eppear, and be judg*d fingly by himſelf: Our Reſurrettion, 
which is the day of our Regeneration, of our new life, and appearance 
in Bodies, will preſent us not only ſingle, but in our ſtate of Com- 
munity, wherein we were here in the world z even from Families to 
Nations, that wc way receive the things done in thoſe Bodies, as well 
as in our own Bodies; then the Good we have done, or omitted:to 
do 3 and the Evil we have withſtood, or been the occafion of, or 
not prevented, when we might, ſha!l be ſeverely accounted for by 
each ia their ſtation. 

Each Magiftrate ſhall be ſurrounJed with his ſphere of Autho- 
rity, wherein he was ſet here, and judg'd in that : And each dini- 
fter of Religion juſtified or condemned 1n that very Orb, wherein he 
was hx'd 44 4 Star. And the ſeveral Magnitudcs of both AMays- 
| mw and Miniſters will then be dreadful to them ; however they 

ve coveted, and been Ambitious of them here, if they have not 
inlightned their whole ſpace, becauſe their Judgment will be greater, 
Even every man ſhall be judg'd by his Services to the Publick in 
his place and tation, how private ſoever, if it hath never ſo little 
exceeded his fingle capacity. + And who in his Reaſon can think ? 
God will then account with men for Aint and Cammin, ſmall and 
diſputable Things, howloever zealous, or rather fond of them 
they have been in themſ.lves, and earneſt with others concern- 
ing ther : Thoſe things that have truly center'd in the Glory of 
, God, and the Salvation of mens ſouls, in Faith, Repemtance, and 4 
Holy Life, in Love and Peace will be of the only moment at that 
Tribunal. 

This therefore ſhould be the moſt powerful perſwaſive upon us, 
todo all the good herein we can, in that Community wherein we 
are tix*d, according to our Talent, though but a ſingle one (much 
more if our Talents have been Two or Five), that we may in that 
Day of Recompences enter into the joy of our Lord. 
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